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9 157 > 4 N Being an inquiſitivs Creature, 
j a”: there cannot fall out any Thing very 
1 ſurpriſh ng either in Church, or State, 
980 wh but a Perſon, who has an 'y Zrue Love 
' +. for either, as ſoon as he hears it, ill 
 enguiring how ſuch a Thing came to be. 
Dis little Tract comes to inform you, that there 
Ive been Two as ſurpriſing Things acted in this 
etien, as in any One under Heaven: The One 
Fe Church, and the Other in the State. 
3 7he Firſt will ſhew you, How our godly Reformers 
B74 with Rome and Hell, to maintain the Or- 
Podox Faith, once deliver d to the Saints, and 
Frefully handed it down to future Generations ; ; 
d how evil-minded Men have ſince given up many 
Ccious Doddrines into the Enemy's Hands : Theſe 
ings, I truſt, will herein be made as clear as the 
-den. 
The other acted in the State is, That after the 
reat Duke of Marlborough, and Prince Eu- 
ne bad beaten the Common Enemy of Europe, 
a vaſt Expence of Blood and Treaſure ; ſome 
bl- deſigning Men, at the Head of Affairs at that 
me, gave up all into the Enemy's Hands: 80 


at 1 think, here may be a very juſt Parallel run 
A 2 be- 


V 
between thoſe Two. I ſhall not meddle with 1 


. plainly tell him his F aults ; ; intimating, that i 


latter, but wholly confine myſelf to the former. 

It is floried of Lewis, the Eleventh of Frand 
that he ſaid to One of his Courtiers, He wants 
nothing in this World, but One who woul 


7s the moſt real Friend that acts ſo ; or ſets the ; 
before Any one in Order to his Amendment. 
God will be pleaſed to ſucceed it with his Blaſin 
let me tell you, it is my Defign to ſhew the preſei 
Clergy, and all thoſe that attend on their Miniſir 
their Errors; and I ſincerely declare, before i 

Searcher of all Hearts, that I have ſaid nothin 
with a Defign to reflect on any Sound, Orthodd 
Per ſons, but J declare my high Eſteem for them; ail 
as for theſe who are Arminians amongſt them, Ic 


truly ſay I love their Perſons, tho ] hate their Ei 
vors; and ſhould rejoice to hear, that this pre 75 Y 
ue, 


Undertabing is made, in the Hand of God, ſubhſen 
vient to ſuch & good Purpoſe; as to convince them 1 


heir great Revolt. 


T have given very large Quotations out of Dr 
Edwards his Book, Intituled, The Preacher, 1 
theſe Reaſons. ; 
Firſt, Becauſe his Works are contain'd in thril 
74 olumes, either of which are not to be had fing 
and together bear a Price too high for moſt Pay || 
fo purchaſe. And, 1 

Secondly, As they are ſcarce very few of thi 
are to be had at ſecond Hand; being moſtly confin. 
to the Studies of learned Men. And, 3 

Thirdly, If in the Studies of Arminians, 6950 
will not kt them fee Light, becauſe they reveal rhei 


Errors, and expoſe their Follies to a very gie 
. Hf 


Degree. 


* 


111 


For theſe Reaſons, I perſwade my ſelf that no 


Orthodox Perſon who reads this, but will confeſs 
with me, that what he has ſaid on this Subjects, 
ought not to be hid, but expoſed to the View of 


= the World; that honefl and underſtanding People 


may ſee what has been ſaid by as great a Divine 
of the Cturch of England as ever wrote in Vindi- 
cation of ker Dofirines; and this JI hope, will 


: juſtify my good Intentions in the Publication hereof; 


eſpecially as I think it my Duty, and am fully ſatif- 


| | ho in my Perſuit. I know, that he who ſends a 


ook into the World, expoſes himſelf to every One's 
Cenſure; yet if his Aims and Ends are for the 
Glory of God, and the Good of immortal Souls, he © 
need not be concern'd what the Enemies of Truth 


ſhall ſay. 
A are fallen into a very degenerate Age, Man- 


ind are careleſs how Things go; if they do but ſwim, 


as the Old Proverb ſays, they care not who finks: 


That this is true in a ſpiritual Senſe, as well as a 


natural One, will appear, if rightly confider'd: May 
we not ſay by woful Experience, that few viſit 


their Nerghbours, and Acquaintance, with an hear- 
ty Concern to convey ſome bleſſed Truths to them, 
for the Good of their immortal Souls; they can be 
acquainted with them Years, and never drop a 
Word that Way ; at the Confideration of which, 


may we not all have Occaſion to bluſh ; but this I 


leave as an Hint to the Profeſſors of Religion at 


bis Day. 


There is one Thing which has given me, and, 
J doubt not, ſome others great Trouble; and that 


16, To bear the Clergy call the Particular Baptiſts, 


the Independents, and Presbiterians, Schiſmaticks, 
Fanaticks, and Hereticks ; which if look'd into by 
| a 


iv PREFACE. 


a judicious Eye, theſe three Denominations are ra- 
ther to be efteem'd the Holders-up of the Church of | 
England from Ruin; as Dr. Edwards has clearly | 
fet forth, ſaying, If it had not been for them, 
it would have been ruin'd long ago #. How have | 
they kept it from Ruin, but by holding up thoſe very 
Defrines in their printed Confeſſions, Preach- Y. 
ings, and Writings, that are contained in thoſe ve 
1 Articles that are the moſt controverted ; vis. Ori- 
| ginal Sin, Free-will, Juſtification by the Im- 
| putation of Chriit's Righteouſneſs; Efficacious 7 

Grace, which is exerted by God Almighty in the 
Converſion of every Sinner; and that of Eternal RY” 
Election. Now do not theſe Confeſſions fand open, 

and expoſed to every unprejudic'd Perſon, who wil! 
take the Pains to inſpect cloſely into them? 
Here I will ſhew you 'what that Great Mas of *- 

God, jor fo I muſt call him, Mr. Rogers, Chaplain 
to the Arch-biſhop of Canterbury in the Reign of 

King James the Firſt, in his Preface to the Book 

of Articles, dedicated to him, he ſays, that Mr. 
Calvin addreſs'd himſelf to Arch-Biſhop Cran- 7? 
mer, in his Letters, /aying, That might his La- 

bours ſtand the Church of England in Stead, it 
would not grieve him to ſail over ten Seas to 
ſuch a purpoſe. What I bring this for is to ſhew 
vn, in what Eſtrem that godly and wiſe Rejor- 
mer, and his learned Labours were; tho now 
by the Clergy ſo much diſregarded, and his Name ſo 
Jelaom uſed, except in Contempt; but Truth, like its 
Author, is always the ſume; and if what he, and 
the learned Men of the Church of England Hen 
| held was Truth, it is jo now ; and if it was not, 
1 what was then advanced in the Church of Eng- 
. land 


PY . aw [ WI" 
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| Preacher, Part II. Pag. 183, 


P R E F A C E. v 
land had not a good Foundation. To think of this 
cloſely muſt, ſurely, be a ſhocking Conſideration to all 
4 be Arminian Clergy ; ' who-are- ſapping Her Foun- 
dation. 1 e 6 
\ But I have here, and elſewhere proved, that 
23 Her Foundation Articles are Truth; which makes me 
% earneſt that theſe Truths ſhould be heard in their 
Pulpits. Again J urge it, for the Lord's ſake 
3 think cloſely of theſe Things, for they are of great 
Meigbit in my Judgment, and call for your ſerious, 
Rand diligent Attention. | . | 
I cannot let one Thing paſs, that I met with in 
that great Man's Preface, that I have but juſt 
named: And it is This, © He tells the Arch- 
/ F< biſhop that the whole World is to know that 
the Church of England is not in Religion chang- 


ea, or variable like the Moon, nor affecteth 
; |< Novelty, or new Leſſons; but holdeth ſted- 
/ F faſtly and conſcientiouſly that Truth, which by 
» © the Martyrs and other Miniſters, in this laſt 
Age of the World has been reſtored unto this 
_ *# Kingdom, and is grounded on Gods written 


Word, the only Foundation of our Faith; and 
being the ſame, all Men may ſee, that we are 
X till at Unity, both among ourſelves at Home, 
Fand with our Neighbour Churches Abroad, in 
Fall Matters of the chiefeſt Importance, and 
fundamental Points of Religion; tho' our Ad- 
verſaries the Papiſts, would fain beat the con- 
trary into the common People's Heads. 

Let me here make this juſ/ Remark, That if Mr. 
FHeogers was to come from Heaven among us, he 
would ſay, that the Doctrines are ſo altered now, 
What they are quite the Reverſe to thoſe he left 
Jo be believ'd, and taught. 
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fſhew us clearly, that they took them in no other 


Aerts are altered, and that they approve of thi , 


ing to the Art, and Elegancy of the Compoſer, du 


vi PREFACE. ; 

This cloſely thought on, One would think, ſhould i 
make the Ears of the preſent Clergy tingle. Some Men 
T have converſed with of the Clerical Order, and 
others that conſtantly hear them ; who, when I have 
endeavoured to ſet the Articles in their juſt Light, 
have urged, that neither I, nor our Teachers, % 
underſtand them in their true Meaning, But 
can we ever imagine, that a Body of ſuch Godly, % 
Learned, and Judicious Divines as thoſe were, | 
who compiled theſe Articles, would make them in 
fo dark, and obſcure a Manner, that Perſons endued 
with any tolerable Share of Senſe could not tel! 
how to underſtand them: No, no, They knew well 
enough they left them ſo plain, that he who runs % 
may underſtand them; and their learned Labcur: 


Senſe than the three Denominations of Pro 7 1 
Dilſenters juſt before mention d dos fo that I hope 
they will be looked into, by them eſpecially, as Natter: 


F mighty Importance; ſince they pray in their Com- X 


mon Prayers, that God would pleaſe to bring in- 
to the Way of Truth, all ſuch as have crred, and ½ 
are deceived. But People never imagine that their %. 
Teachers, who are reading thoſe Prayers to them, $,. 
are the very Perſons ; but God knows it is ſo: Aud 
let me tell you, what I know to be as true as the For. 
mer; That I have converſed with ſeveral of the Oi. 
der, who will not deny, but readily own, that th 


Iteration : Was ever ſuch Folly and Mictedn p; 
ever acted by Men, as to ſubſcribe to thoſe very Ar 
ticles they do not believe? Is not this playing faſt 


and looſe, both with God and Man? . 


I know that Mens Labours proſper not accori 


5 N 
2 
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accordin; 


PR E FIA C E. vii 


ccording to the Divine Bleſſing that accompanies 
em. Ruftinus tells us of a Learned Philoſopher 
g the Council of Nice, who floutly defended his 
de YN hefis againfl the greateſt Wits and Scholars there; 
bt, uad yet was at laſt fairly vanquiſo d by a Man of no 
TS, $«tracrdinary Parts, of which Conqueſt the Phi- 
Þ/+»ber gave this candid Conjeſſion. Againſt Words 
Hays he) 1 oppoſed Words; and that was ſpoken 
4 overthrew by the Art of ſpeaking; but when 
Mnied of Words, Power came out of the Speaker, 
Words could no longer ,withitand Truth; nor 
Man oppoſe the Power of God. O that this, my 
Break Endeavour might proſper under the ke In- 
Wuence, upon the Hearts of them tiat ſhall read 
This inartiſicial, but well-meant Diſcourſe. 
Fit ſhould be oljected, that tie Doctor uſes 
Ml too much Tautology, Juouid have my candid Reader 
ye Fonfider that he ujes this as Parents do, in warnin 
heir Children againſt Faults they have 3 
m. and tho it may not be jo well taken by the Child 
nm Bt firſt, yet when he comes to a cloſer Thought, he 
nd Fees that it proceeds from the Love of the Parent, 
ell Sond this cools and ollifies the Matter; jo 1 hope, 
n, o., will take it in this Ligit. 
ws Before I cloje this Preface, J will here give you 


\ 


97. 5 Paſſuge T met with in the Preface of the Third 


Pari of his Preacher: | 
tht Among the Grd:rs and Directions for Regula- 
197 ting the Infericur Clergy, drawn up by the Arco- 
we Biſhops and Bijheps, this was One, - 
1 © * That the Incorrigible Arians, Pelagians or 
af F< Free-Will Men, be ſent into ſome Caſtle in 
„ North Wales, or Wallingford, there to li ve of 
ri B © their 
5a 


2 


Mr. Strypes Annals, Chap. 17. 
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© their own Labour and Exerciſe, and none 4 
« ſuffered to reſert to them, but their Keepers, unM 

til they be found to repent of their Errors; 2 
* Pelagians cr Free-will Men, were the ſame 4.4 

* we now call Arminians, and ſeeing the Arc 

* Biſhops and Biſhops moved that they might 

* hanifhed and ſeverely nſed, we may conc lull 
* thence irrefragably, that their Errors ace 
© thought to be very great and pernicious; ail 1 
© the Arch-Biſheps and Bi /hops, with the Generu 
© lity of the Clergy, held the contrary Truths. 
would here make Two Reflections, One is, Te 
there were but few in thoſe Days. The Other i i 9 
Tf juch an Order was mad? now, I queſtion ali. 
ther half the Caſtles i in England would hoid them, 
T hall go off the Stage of this Life in a lit. 
Time, and therefore um willing to warn you b: 
fore 1 go hence: That God, of his great Mer 
would bleſs this to all that ſhall read it, 1s 199 
affect onate Prayer of, 9 


Tour 


Loving Friend, 


And humble Servant, 5 


JoxA THANX Warxith 


A 


DISCOURSE 


BETWEEN 


A Miniſter of the Church of Eng- 
land, and One, called A Dife 
| outer 


8 BOY ds You 47 T am glad, 
; A that have met You all alone 
Sea mm this Field; for I never 
bad any Diſcourſe with You 
4 in my Life. 
igen. Nor I with You : But ſince it has 
fallen out fo providentially, I am glad of the Op- 
j Portonity; ; and that You are ſo free with me, as 
| # bermit me to converſe with You, who are a 
Man of Learning, and ſet in ſo great a Poſt as 
Xo be a Shepherd over fo large a Pariſh. 
a Min. 1 love. Freedom myſelf, and defire it in 
Others ; and thexe/ore, I beg You will Jay what 
"Mind, and J am determined ts 


iniſter. g 


NI 


| or, have on your 
pear Hu patiently. 
D,. I have heard, that You hai read a ſmall 
FTreatiſe I wrote about half a Year ago; and that 
ſ.. | | | B 2 | You 


2 
„ 
Bs 
* 


* 
a 


any Thing of that Nature in me: As Peace, an 


ons to promote them both. I think, I may ci 


: Writings of many godly, learned Men, who weg 


ra) 


You frem'd to be againſt it at firſt, but after Yel 5 
had ſhewn your Reſentmenis, You declared 2 
Aﬀent to ſeveral Things contained in it, an 3 
ſa'd, that woſt of your learned Brethren were Ml 
the ſame Way of Thinking with You ; ſo * | 
J hope, You "will be the better pleas' d to he: F 


2 


what I have further to ſay than | did in th 
oo A EO EE EO OS 1 
Min, Every Man, ufo iS a free-born Priton, " 
an undoubted Right to ſay what he pleaſes, ifi T4. 
Truth; and done with a goed Deſign, and no R. 
eftions are caſt on the Government; aich, Imi 
confeſs, I did not find in all that little Tram. 
Difſ. Nor, I hope, ſhall You ever hear, or fi 
Unity are the chiefeſt Things that concern us: 1 
Chriſtians, eſpecially about the great Points of o 
eternal Salvation ; ſo that Perſon is moſt to b 
commended, who bends his Thoughts and Ad 


4 
4 


L 


God, the Searcher of all Hearts, to witneſs, thy 
they only are the Things I intend to advance © 
this Work. I have been very converſant with 10 


once Preachers in your Church, and that W 
drawn my Love to their pious Labours, and pr 
duced in me a hearty Love to that C hurch ; bu 
my Sorrow riſes to a great Height, to ſee the 
learned Works by m.ny ſo lightly eſteemed. Þ}F 
Min. I am giad io hear You have ſo good an 99 : 
nion of cur Dicines; T hope You will come to us 
gain, and romain with us. ; 
Diſſ. You may perceive, Sir, by wha: 1 bell 
faid, that your modern Divines, as Yon call they 
do not preach the fame Doctrine your former“ 


” 


; t'3 1] 
vo vines did; and I can never join with You, un- 
1% leſs they wholly caſt off the Arminian Docti ines 
an preached by moſt of your Miniſters at this Day. 
e Min. Would Yiu have us H:feocrites, and preach 
tha p Calviniſtical De&rines, when We do net believe 
he: ben to be Truths, but think them grand Errors. 
th D. /. I fear they will be found Hypocrites, who 
do not believe thoſe Articles they fi blcribe to; 
hi $ which were made by Perſons entirely in Mr Cal- 
it! vin's Sentiments, as is abundan.lv made appear in 
N. the Works of that godly, learned, and ud cious 
ni Door in Divinity, John Edwards, of the Uni- 
verſiy ef Caml ridge; who liv'd, and dy'd a wor- 
r ſo thy Member of the Church cf England; whoſe 
an Writings, I f erſuede myſelf, will be the meſt 
likely to convince You, and Otheis of your Mi- 
takes; for if You will not be led by your own 
Guides, I am confident You will not by mine. 
Min. I confeſs, I ſball hear wit) more Patience 
cih he ſays, than Twenty of "vaurs.; and therefore 
th begin with what fe ſays, and I will bear it out. 
ce D/. He ſays thus: The next Thing that I 
1 th hear is objected againſt me is my forſaking the 
wer Commen Road, I ſtrike at thoſe Doctrines which 
bs are generally received by the Majcrity of our 
Divines. Arminianiſm is the Catholick Doctrine 
of our Preachers; and every Pulpit proclairas 
it to the World. Why therefore ſhould I be 
Singular, and difſent from the reſt of my Bre- 
thren, and ſo bring the whole Poſſe of the Clergy 
upon me? Yea, hv do J attempt a Thing that 
is ſo vain and fruitleſs? For there can be no 
M hopes of altering Men's Minds, as to the fore- 
1 _ Doctrines, after they have taken ſuch deep 
Root. | 
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* Preface to Part II. of his Preacher, p. 10; 102573 


„ 3 
© I Anſwer, Firſt, This is a very weak Way of 
Arguing, or rather tis no Argument at all, for 
the Multitude are the worſt Judges, yea, tho 

they be Churchmen. And therefore, never tell me 

that the greateſt Numbers are of the other Side. 

This is bringing Religion to the Poll, and trying 
our Faith oy he Flurality of Votes. I grant 

that the Opinions of the Remonſtrants have nit 

* followers among us; and who would expect 

_ © 1t ſhould be otherwiſe? For as Goodneſs, ſo 
* Truth is approved of but by a few. He chat 
* reſolves to eſpouſe it, mutt wort be bon down 
© with the Number of the Pe:ion; that hold the 1 
Contrary; for Error 15] rrot, let be ſuppoi ted 

© by never ſo great a Multiiude of ou. m 
* heartily glad that what I have writicn, is d. 
* pleaſing to ſoine Men, yea, to a great part vi Mon, 
for there cannot be a greater Evidence of a Maii 8 

© tpeaking Truth, and deſigning the God of tn 
© Chriſtan World han this | NF 

* Secondlv, J have the Church of England Her- 

© elf ou my ſide, and That I always reckon 0 Y 

be the Major Part, and the Bejt, I ha 

* ſhew'd in my former Diſcourſe, but more u 
the enſuing one, that the Auti-Arminiau Doc. 
trines are thoſe which our Church aſier ts in Hh 
* Articles and Homilies, of which our Un v'R% 
* fities, and the Fathers and Prelates of our Church 
, and the whole Clergy once unanimouſly pro 

feſs'd and maincain'd. So that the Objectors at 

* miſtaken, for this was the Common Road, an 

the Other is to be accounted as a By-Path only 

* Thirdly, I am not left alone, I do not, li 

* Athanaſius, encounter the Whole World, n 

* nor the whole Clergy, There are _— of mY 

© learnt 


a & K a «„ Aa 


I'S 
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a 5] 
learned Brethren that concur with me, and more 
F fince I have publickly vindicated thoſe Truths, 
IF Irejoyce to hear that what I have offered, hath 
Je F had {ome conſiderable Influence on ſcme wile, 
ng and ſober Perſons. ---Many, who do no: openly 
X applaud my Undertaking, are convinced that 
there are great Truths contained in it, and a 
great many of them. And let me be permitted 


= F to fay this, which I believe will be thought to be 


very ſtrange andAurprizing, thai. the favourable 


Reception which my Preacher hath met with 
WII 3 . IE... 
the F from the Sober Diſſenters, is in a manner to be 


1 interpreted as if it were received by the Men of 
F Zhe Church of England, for theſe Latter, were 


mg . ; 
d heretofore the very fame, as to their Judg- 
en f ments in the Points treated of, that the former 
are now. If they are ſince changed, let them 
allt . . . 

(ne think of it among themſelves; but I will look 


upon them to be the ſame that they were before 
becauſe I'm ſure they ought to be ſo. 
* © Fourihly, Whereas my Undertaking may be 
thought to be in Yarn, becauſe I can hardly 
& conceive any Hopes of an Alteration, I tell 
thoſe Perſons who ſuggeſt this, that I do not ſee 
& any Ground to deſpair even as to this Matter. 


* For ſome of the ſame Men who preach'd and 
þ rote in Defence of the Remonſtrant Doctrines, 
pr of did likewiſe preach and write for Paſſive-Obe- 
" dience and Non-Reſitance, in the very Heighth 


and utmoſt Extent of them, and upon Pain of 
Damnation: but many of them dropt theſe 
Doctrines at the Revolution, and have ever fince 
diſoyynꝰd theſe Points, or are wholly ſilent about 
them: And conſequently we may expect that 
they will behave themſelves fo with relation to 

* the 
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Tant Cairavinn: There are bat few ſuch, 1 fea 


486] 


the other Dofrines. So ſome of our Brethren 
told us from the Pulpit and Preſe, that Corpo- 
ral Puniſhments of the ſevereſt Nature are to 
© be infiicted on all thoſe that ſerarate from the 
Communion of the Church of England, and 
* accordingly they were not a little buſy i in per- 
* ſecuting heir Neighbours; but we ſee they are 
(come off (at leaſt in outward Appearance) from 
g * fuch Notions and Practiſes, and neither cher 
Tongues nor Pens appear in that Cauſe. May we 
not then en ertain ſome Hopes that the Pulpis 
* will ring Changes, that the Arminian Divinity 
ma in Time be reed ed by theſe Perſons, who 
© have not ſignalized themſclves by over -greati 
* Conſtancy? May we not expect that, tho” it hach 
© taken Root, yet it may be extirpated ? Tho' 2 
great Part of our Chnrch-men be not incline 

© at preſent to what I have aſſerted, yet perhap 
| they may be of another Mind afterwards. Fog 
© ] have obſerved that when the ill Impreſſion 
© of Mens vounger Years have been worn out} 
© and their warmer Paſſions have abated, and Pre- 
© jadice hach been extirpated by Time, they come 
© to have a Kindneſs for thoſe Doctrines which 
before they were averſe to. However, Lm full 
ſatisfied in my Conſcience, that I have diſcherg! 
* my Duty: And I ſhall no: decline the Pus 
ſuit wh ch I have entred upon, tho' there we'l 
no Probability of turning ite Tide. but tho 
nuſt ſtand in the Cao alvne. ' Here is a vl 


{ 


— ky 


in vour C. cn 20. 
Min. belle 2. 'a* You fiy 70 be true ; butt 
H. ner it 3 b 327 ſuch an One ſo d ae : Pri al 


bw ts: g 41S if Frace he 2orote this Treatiſe ? Et 


| 4 2 
„ 
1 

F 


Way. of your Fore- fathers. 


n 


Dif. It's about three. and thirty Years ; but 
let me tell You, that Things in your Church have 


been growing worſe and worſe ever ſince, as to 
Sant 


confeſs, we are not in ſo rigid a 


Min. J muſ ve 4 
Way of Thinking as they were then ; we ſee further 
than they did in thoſe Days: Befides, our People do 
not now like that Doftrine; if we were to preach if 
up again, we ſhould ſoon ſend them all away from 
us; and what would become of us then? 

Dif. Iam partly of your Mind; but I am con- 
fident, there were Thoſe at that Time who held 
the ſame Doctrines as You do now; which may 
be eaſily ſeen in Mr. Perkins's Expoſition of the 


Creed; wherein he judiciouſly confutes theſe No- 


tions, as do likewiſe the learned Pemble and Whitta- 
ker, and many Others in their Writings; which 
are full Proofs that theſe Points were then held 


by ſome: They ſaw that thoſe Notions were de- 
ſtructive to the Doctrine of Ged's Free Grace, and 
inconſiſtent with That of Sari faction by Chriſt's 
Deatb; and ſet up the Free Will of Man, to rob 


Chriſt of that Glory of his Grace, in turning the 
Sinner's Will to himſelf; or making him willing 
in the Day of his Almighty Power : But now your 


Doctrine is as the V e, God look up- 


on You, and turn your Hearts into the good old 


Mig. I am apt to think You mean honeſtly, but 
You are a foer ignorant ' Fellow ] perceive ; You 
would fain-have us ruin'd by Aſſenting to thoſe old 


Doctrines, that our People are ſo much againſt. 


Dsſſ. J perceive where the Shoe pinches; You 


are afraid. of loſing the Pence, and the Favour of 


the People ; You regard them more than the 
n __ Truth: 


dlcated. + Their Preachers (as Eraſmus here. 


* * 


tortunam. In Eecleſiaſte. 


Truth: And 1 think, the fore-named Door has ö 
drawn your Pictures with as nice a Hand as any 


what he ſays, which is:“ * And this is {till 2 
of Rome, where many excellent Truths are ſtifled 
in many clear Inſtances, as being againſt Cop. 

* a Temporal Ends it is aſſented to and com. 
teach any thing in Religion, even againſt thei 
their Peoples Welfare and Salvation, but be 


Minds are diſpoſed, and their Judgments bribes 


[8] 


Man in England could do; be pleaſed to ſee 
© Reaſon, why in many parts of the World theſe 
things are hid from the ſeemingly Wiſe and 
* Prudent. As we may plainly ſee in the Church 


* and oppoſed, becauſe they are thought to be 
* againſt their Intereſt. Popery is unreaſonableY 


mon Senſe, and againſt plain Scripture, and yet 

< ply'd with, yea, and ſtifly maintained and vin. 
* tofore complained of ſome of them) profeſs ani! 
* own Conſciences, not becauſe they conduce tc: 


* cauſe they make to their own Advantage. : 
© This we ſee among our ſelves, many Mien 


© by thoſe Emoluments and Preferments which 
are held out to them, and they are forward i 
adopt ſuch Opinions as they know are attende 


Wag with Profits and Rewards. For there are Preatt: 


© ers, as well as Soldiers of Fortune, as they 2 
called. There are true Suſtzers of the Pul ö 
* pit, who always take to that ſide who 5a 
© beſt. There are Hackney Divines that mind tif 
- Hire chiefly; - and we are not to think, that ſug 


. . 
4 4 


Preacher Part II, p- 59. ; 
+ Quidvis dicunt, jcribunt; ſuadent, & contra „ chnfclduriam pl 
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© are cnc eee what Doctrine i is True, and what 


Falſe. he greedy Pluralift doth not take 
Care about Gente, but his Income: And his 
Curate is under the Temptation of being of the 
ſame Perſwaſion with him. 

Alas! how many are there that talk of advan- 
cing the Church and our moſt holy Religion, and 
yet edge, no other than the Worſhipping of 
Mammoſt? We! may apply to our Times, what 
the Platonic Philoſopher ſaid of his; * Merchan- 
dizing and Huckſtering are to be found every 
where; and hereby Mens Underſtandings are 
perverted and blinded, and their Judgments de- 


bauched. 80 that it is no wonder, that Unſound 


« Poctrines are vigorouſly defended by ſome Per- 
ſons. It is no wonder, that they employ their 


To ongues and Pens 40 maintain that which car- 
ries its Recompence with it, the Favour of the 
Great Men of their Order, Procon and Gran- 
deur. The Expectation of this, or the actual 
urniſhes them with Rhetorick 
and Logick, whets their stile, and ſets an Edge 
on their Arguments, This enables them to 
717 their 2 thro' | ions and Diffi- 
culties, and evan. to trample upon Scripture it- 
ſelf. Some 875 octt ines ey maintain are 


7 


e have Reaſon to think 
that they believe not what they ſay, but that 
they are otheryyiſe perſwaded than they profeſs 


to.the Warld: only | they are reſolved to gratify 
ſome Baſe Humour or Intereſt, and therefore 


they ſtrike in with the prevailing Party for Gain 


and Advantage; as the Jackal hunts with the 


Lion for part of his Prey. 


4 Ney N en], a At 1. r er . Max. Tyr, Dit, 26. 
RE Their 


[rd] 
Their Friend Hudibras has hit the Point to an 


Hair, 
| W bat's Orthodox, ond ke B Heu 
Againſt a Conscience? * X gobd Living.” _ 
M bat makes all Diitis; lain, An- r 
About Two hundred Pounds a r. * 
And that which was prov d trut'be 
Proves falſe againſt Two Huub e; 
What makes the Breaking of all Oaths? 
A holy Duty, Food, and Chaths.” 
To which I add, 8 
Reader, Stop here ; | 5 10 7 | 4 * 
And drop a Tear.” mcd le It d 4 
I hope You are convinc d, That what's fag of | 
them 25 now is too true; and You fee the Dr. 
has Koa d it, Theſe "Things are ſo Plain, | f 
that he that runs may read them. 1 
Min. I profeſs I never heard the like from any | 
10f our own, Order in tny Life 4nd I fear there i 7s | 
Too Fora Truth i in what che r. ſays.” e 
_ Dif. Lam glad that hat che Dr: Nas fl bus | 
ON oh t You to ſome C nfefftöh but before | 
eee I will” give You a ſtall Taſte of hat | 
Doctrines the Dr. wou'd havealt of You! to pteach, 
and teach both. in Publick, 4 cl, Private; D. Vou 
may ſee in the Beginnin of His" Sechnd Part of hrs 
5 Preacher, where he thus expreſſes himſelf: a? © 
e Melancholy Conſi deration that e bear 
« the Name of ur Frans, i and. yet liave little 
Ws of True Cen, * 2 and that which make; 
it more diſmal is, the it is dur own Fault ce 
© we have ſo little. We wifully indulge o 
ſelves in Evil Principles, we nouriſh Falle Pro- 5 
* poſitions and Maxims: we content our ſelves 
with Formalities, and the Outward and Cere- 


IC Preacher, Part II. p. 1, to 4. Fo monial 
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I monial part of Religion: and take little caneito 
| regulate out Les ud Manners:according to the 
A ſtrict Rules and Laws which art preſcribed us 
I in the Geſpel. Ss that avthis day there are 
? very few that have any thing Rtal and Sub- 
Tf ftantial to ſhew fot their Chröftianity. Give ane 
I leave to ay, that if che Holy A paſties avere 
Ine alive, they wauld 'not-know by bur Prac- 
| F tice and Behüviodr ß ho, ndr by dur Principles 
and Doftrines! chat we ane Chriſta Ws. 
eus of theft lager that 1 Thallifpwak at- pre- 
I ſent, and it is in purſuance of my late Under- 
I taking, whercih iiattempted to Hiffer ww the 
'of publick view the Character ani ff wf a 
Dr. Preacher. I ſhew'd that it is thb r purt of 
in, his Work to ſet Man right as to heir Morions 
and Principlis, beeuuſe theſe arcothe Gromnd- 


work of all 'Mdly and Religious Pructiſe. Ac- 
75 cordingly, T ipreſented the Rtader with a chrief 
Enumeration of the Gran Poiniliand Dotirints 
1as of the Chriſtian Religion ; and re eſpeciälly 
e I of hee that Tobfetved 'torbecof little Eſteem 
bat with fome of iour-Preachers © late, — ' 
ch, © Now therefore; in this prefent Diſcourſe 1 
ou will reſume that! Subject, Which is: ſo neceſſary 
his (F to bel treated of inv this Age, in which a great 
It part of Chriſtian Doctrine is transformed from 
ear what it was at firſt. Many Strokes of our Di- 
tle F vinity-are faulty, our Chriſtian Theology is cor- 
ces rupted and debauehed, and it. is the perfect: Re- 
nat verſe of what it was in the Days of the Apoſtles; 
dur yea, and what: it Waszat, and after the Reſor- 
o- mation. Fo adulterate the Coin ist High Trea- 
ves , ſon: and ſutely then to corrupt our Religion is 
re- a higher Offence, And yet this, as n 

| . 


11 


N Black 1 Crimeas it is, is in our Times frequent 
ly practiſed: and tis no unuſual thing to Preaci 

* away ſome of the moſt, Subſtantial Points i 
% Divinity. This being the Caſe of ſome Teach 

© ers, it maſt. e ty follow that their Hearei 
«will be perverted, | 2nd f both the one and thi 
other will be eſtranged from the Truth, anf 
*\ſhew: their e. of thoſe Doctrines, Which 
©, are theigreateſt Props and Pillars of the Chi 
ſtian Religion. And thus is fulfilled that i 

*,markable Prediction in 2 Tim. 4. 3. 7 49 

<; 1. j come "when they awill not endure ſound, Dot 
5 'trize which Words being ſo pertinent to m 
+ prefentiPufpoſe; I will make the Baſis of, 
following DiſcourſmdmQ. 

m proſecution of them, 1 1 Wy ſhed 
PRs wk were: ſome of the main Principles d 
briſtianiiꝭ which the Apoſtle; St, Paul urge 

upon thaſe he Preached. aud Writ to (fot wi 
oũt doùbtetheſe were the dund Doctrine vrhic 
Ai be here ſpraks of) and conſequently; I ſhal 
„ muke it ;appoas what particular Doctrines ough 


"© to-be-preach/d by the D Diſpenſers of the Goſp⸗ 


% will ſatisfy ho Reader, that this Pro] hed 
+ of the Apoſtle, hath been, and is accomplithci 
and that the Time is come, when ſound Pod 
'* trite. is not endured :+ Or; (Which is the ſan 
* thing ) that ſome of the Apoſtolical Dadtrind 
are generally neglected, yea, and preached 4 
„ gainſt. 31 I will enquire ino the Tuff of thi 
Corruption and Miſcarriage. 4. I will ſet be 
fore the Reader the great . = Dang 
© of it. And, - 5ly, and Laſih, Iwill crave Leaf 
to tender ſuch Advice to mY. Brethren of tif tog 
f orgy as is proper to this 2hject. — 


[ T3 ] 
© ] ſhall mention but theſe Five at preſent, 
namely, the Doctrine of Eternal Bleek: > that 
of Original Sin: the Imputation of Chriſt's 
Righteouſneſs: Fuſtification & Faith alone: and 
the Neceſſity of Special and Supernatural Grace, 
in Order to the doing any Spiritual Good. y 
Now what think You of what the Dr. here ſays? 
Poes it not make your Ears to tingle to ſee, and 
ear ſuch Things charged upon You with ſo much 
ruth ; if You have any Senſe of your Apoſtacy, 
vou will weep in Secret, and declare openly your 
rand Miſcarriages, and come, and embrace them 
again. | 
V1] > Min, Indeed, it is very Partling 7 am a little 
"W11clin'd to think there is ſome Fire, or there would 
Vio be ſo much Smoak; as the Old Proverb ſays. 
5D. /. You are much in the right of it; for if 
theſe Things were not of the greateſt Importance, 
I ſhould never have taken that Pains, and run 
the Hazard of diſpleaſing ſeveral, who I cannot 
oF but think are my Friends; but I know if any Man 
has a true Deſire of doing Good in his Day, and 
Generation, he muſt expoſe himſelf to every Per- 
ſon 8 Cenſure, who ſees what he writes. 
Min. I am not ignorant of that, but here Ican- 
am not let one T bing pafs without ſaying ſomething to 
it; and that is, that our People do not rehjh that 
fr Docrrine the Dr. mentions ; and I told You be- 
fore, if we were to preach: ih up N they would 
not bear , 
| "Diff. am of your Mind; but what-is that to 
the Furpoſe ?:Muft You be Men-pleaſers, and ſo 
u mother one of the greateſt Truths in the Word 
of; God, only becauſe your People will not bear 
F i This Anſwer will not de When You ou 
MUS before 
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| Liking, OT Dili 
N deliver da Thus: ſaith the Lord in bis Ward ; tho 
he found it went down but with a few. th wil q 
here _ a {mall Sketch whe: wha che Dr. fayi 


[4] 


before the Judge Eternal, Will he not fay; 14 
there any Truth in all my holy Word more clean 


revealed? and. bow. came Ya ou to ſubſcribe. te til 


Truth of it, when, You came firft among your Pei 
ple, as You call them? Du faid then You believw 


it to be 4 Truth.. Thus You have play d faſt, an 
Joſe both with ME, and Man ? Pray think of th 


with great Seriouſneſs i in 'Time, for it is worthy 


of your greateſt Confideration. 


Min. I believe it as well as You, 1. not in thi 


rigid Way that You do; I believe, that God, fru 
41 Eternity, foreſaw who would repent, ' and b. 


lieve his Goſpel; and thoſe he choſe to Eternal Life. 

Diiſ. This is a Roman Catholick Notion ; bu 
all ſound, and. orthodox Proteſtants oppoſe its 
They maintain, That all God's Purpoſes muſt 


be from his own Free Grace, antecedent to thei 
doing any Thing as a 


Qualification for ſo greal 
a Favour : And for a Proof of this, they brought 
ſeveral plain Teſtimonies out of the holy Scrip 


tures; as Rom. 11.5, 6. 2 Tim. 1. 9. which tut 


Scriptures entirely militate againſt that Expo 
tion. I could bring many more, and ſuch Arg 
ments as would utterly overthrow this Notion 


but my Deſign is to ſhew how the Clergy cam! 


to embrace the Arminian Doctrines, and forſal 
the good old Ones of the true Church of a ae 1 

Min. Ho did Dr. Edwards do with hes ech 
in this Point? Did be maintain this Doctrine ii 
his Pulpit ſo Tately as thirty Years ago? | | 

| Dif]. Yes, he did: He never ſtood: 2 thei 
king, When che had for what % 


c Surel)| 


I 


f 1g ] 


* Surely, out of humble Deference to the Ab- 
ſolute Lord and Sovereign of all, we may grant 
this (meaning Eternal Election) to be his Pre- 
rogative, eſpecially when we find it ſo often 
aſſerted in the holy Oracles. But this will not 
move and affect ſome Men, ſuch as have mèan 
and ſordid Thoughts concerning the Great and 
Sovereign Being. The very mentioning of the 
Elect in one of our Sermons wou'd be a Prodigy 
to them, and the pronouncing of Reprobation 
would be more ſurpriſing and amazing than a 
d b:$ ſudden Thunderclap. Vea, ſome of our Preach- 
fe. ers themſelves would hardly recover their Wits, 
bu if ſuch a horrid Word ſhould paſs thro' their 
e it F Lips. Thus the Time is come in which the ſound 
Doctrine which St. Paul preached, is not endured. 
thei ſhall not add any Thing more on this Head, 
grea put paſs on to the other Matter, that I chiefly 
ughWelign, which I mention'd before. 
The depraving of Theological, but eſpecially 
Evangelical Truths 25 the Dr.) ariſes from the 
entertaining of falſe Notions concerning Hu- 
u mane Learning, and imagining that none are 
capable of the Knowledge of the Divine Truths 
but ſuch as are Learned Men. I have found 
al it to be no unuſual Prepoſſeſſion among ſome 
d.F of Academick Education, that thoſe who are 
not cultivated by Arts and Sciences have no {kill 
in Divinity, and cannot judge of its Doctrines. 
They would monopolize to themſelves all Di- 
hei vine Knowledge, and they look upon others as 
FF overrun with Ignorance and Barbariſm. But 
tho this is a falſe Apprehenſion, and hath done a 
WF great deal of Harm. 
Preacher, Part II P- 3. + Ibid. p. 65, to 67. ; 


To 


[ 16 ] 


10 give check to it, the All-wiſe-God doth! 
© often permit Men of Learning and Skill to 
err moſt groſly in Religion, and talk like Fool 
and Ideots in ſome of the chief Matters of 
* Chriſtianity. We ſee that Men of the bright. 
* eft Faculties, and famed for hightening and 
improving of them are devoid of Heavenly? 
© Wiſdom. We ſee that thoſe who are of Li. 
© beral Education and are of Excellent Accom-* 
© pliſhments are hurried into dangerous Errors 
© Learning fumes, like ſtrong Wine, in their 
Heads, and makes them ſtagger and reel from 
© the Truth, and diſturb themſelves and others ? 
© with their Giddy Notions. It may be faid of 
them as of the Wiſe Men of Caldea (in 1/. 
47. 10.) that their Wiſdom and their Knowledge * 
* hath perverted them, Whether you ranſack 
* Antient or Modern Times, you will find that 
of Luther holds true, * the Church is never 3 
more Indangered than among the Men of Title 
and. Learning. None have more depraved Re- 
ligion and miſchiev'd the Truth than thoſe || 
© of this Character. Not that it is any real Diſ- 
* paragement or Prejudice to Learning it ſelf 
that ſome have abuſed it, and made it ſervice- 
© able to the vileſt Errors and Deceits. But this 
may moderate our Eſteem of it, and teach us 

not to overvalue our own or other Men's Parts 
and Acquirements. For Satan makes uſe of the 

Learned as fitteſt and moſt able Inſtruments |? 

to execute his Deſigns. Humane Learning, 

inſſfead of being. a Bleſſing, ſometimes proves 
© the greateſt Curſe. For this being abuſed is 
_*© like the poiſoning of a Dart, which is too apt to 
Nunquam magis * Eccleſia quam inter Reverendiſſimss 2 
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kill of it ſelf. , The Serpent is now not only 
Sabtile but Venomous. As Seneca ſaid of a Dice- 
player, the better he is at his Game, ſo much 


© the worſe is he: the Better. Player, the Worſer 


Man: So here it is true that the more Skill'd and 
Learned Men are, the more Pernicious and De- 
ſtructive they prove. Angels when they apoſtatize 
turn Devils: their Parts and Accompliſhments 
make them more miſchievous. And thus it is 
with Men; the greater Gifts and Abilities they 
are indued with, the more capable are they of 


Ruining themſelves and others. 


Here then let us correct our Miſtakes: I 
ſpeak to thoſe of the Gown eſpecially. Under- 
value not any Perſons for their Want of good 
Letters. Reverence and love Holineſs wherever 
You eſpy it, even in the pooreſt and meaneſt, 
and moſt illiterate Perſons. Be convinced of this, 
that humane Learning is not ſufficient to en- 
lighten Mens Minds in the Things of God, and 
to enable them to know them in a ſaving Man- 
ner. Know that the Doctrines of the Goſpel 
(and thoſe particularly that I have mentioned ) 
may be underſtood without the Accompliſhment 
of Learned Arts, and actually they are under- 
ſtood by good and holy Perſons, who are not 
thus accompliſhed ; whilſt many, who are skil- 
led in all Sciences, arrive not to the true Know- 
ledge of them. Whereby the Apoſtle's Words 
are verify'd, 1 Cor. 1. 19, 20, Cc. It is ritten, I 
will deſtroy the Wijdom of the H. iſe, ans will bring 
4% nothing the Under ſtanding of the Prudent, 
Where is the Wiſe? Where ts abe Scribe? Where 
ig the Diſputer of this World? Hath not God 
made Fooliſh the i 2 a this World ? Ye fee 


* our 
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* your Calling, Brethren, how that not many Wii 
Men aſter the Fleſb are called: but God bat 
* choſen the Fooliſh Things of this World to confouni 
© the Wiſe. And then the Apoſtle adjoins this ai 
the Reaſon of theſe ſtrange Dealings, v. 29, and 
* 31. That no Fleſh ſbould glory in his Preſence :1 
* but that, according as it is written, He that gli 
* rieth, let him glory in the Lord.” Here You! 
may ſee how this Great Man ſets this in a clear} 
Light, that we all ſhould keep it in its right Place 
Min. Indeed, he was à very notable Man, a 
moſt I have heard of; but pray go on, and ſteu 
what are the other Cauſes of our going from our old 
orthodox Doctrines, as he charges us with; for I 
am reſolved to hear them all out, and then to give! 
yeu my Thoughts on the Matter. T 
D:ſj. J will do as You defire me: Another? 

* Cauſe of it (/ays the Dr. *) is the ill Ma. 
* naging of their Studies, and Contenting them. 
F ſelves with wrong Aims or Deſigns, and that 
both in ordinary Studies, and thoſe that parti- 
* cularly relate to Divinity. If I may be per- 
* mitted to be free with ſome of my Brethren, I3 
* think it may be look'd upon as a Fault in ſome ? 
* of them, that tho' the Study of Theology be 
their main Province, yet they employ themſelves 2 
in Diſquiſitions of a far different Nature, and 
* ſuch as are impertinent, and uſeleſs to their 
great Purpoſe. They affect Enquiries that are 
* foreign to the great Points which are their Buſi- 
* neſs. So they become Strangers to neceſlary | 
Things, becauſe they are occupied in thoſe that 
are unneceſſary, and ſuperfiuous ; as * Seneca 
* Preacher Part II. p. 76, to 78. ---- Ideo mon diicents J 
neceſſaria, quia ſuper vacua didicerunt. Epiſt, 88. 
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i ſpeaks.— On the contrary, We ſhould think 
ati ourſelves concerned to follow after ſound, and 
und uſeful Learning, ſuch as may moſt avail to the 
5 3Y* Good of thoſe we converſe with, and may re- 
and dound to the Honour of the Divine Majeſty. 

For even this Deſign muſt go along with us in 


ce 
gl the perſuing thoſe Studies. which relate only to 
ou“ Humane Arts and Sciences. To which Purpoſe 
eat: we have an excellent Pattern ſet us by a wor- 
ace , thy Man *, I carried along with me, ſaith he, 
ai in all my Studies this great Defign, namely, Fd 
deu f improving them, and the Knowledge acquired by 
old them to the Honour of God's Name, and the greater 
r 1F Diſcovery of his Wiſdom, Power, and Truth, and 
ie fo tranſlated my Secular Learning into an Im- 
X provement of Divine Knowledge ; and had J not 
her practiſed this 5 in my Acqueſls of Humane 
Ha- Learning, I had concluded my Time miſpent ; be- 
m- cauſe J ever thought it unworthy of a Man that 
hat bad an everlaſting Soul, to furniſh it only with 
rti- ch Learning, as either would dye with his Body, 
er- and ſo become unuſeful for his everlaſting State, 
n, or that in the next Moment after Death would be 
me attained without Labour or Twl in this Life. --- 


be >---— When we apply onrſelves to the Study 
ves of Divinity, if we do not propound to ourſelves 
and pure and upright Ends, we ſhall miſcarry in our 
neir $ Enquiry into thoſe divine Truths. Want of true 


are Intention in theſe Sacred Studies doth often- 


uſi- times blaſt them. Some are buſy in their 
ary Searches after divine Knowledge, but it is to ſa- 
that IF tisfy their curious and inquiſitive Humours. Or 
eca they intend to make their Reading and Study- 


ents In ſubſervient to nice Quarrels and Controver- 


k 2 Judge Hales's Account of the Good Steward. 
AKs. 


c fhes, 


20 


ſies. They read many Authors, and devour, 
many Books, that they may talk and diſpute, and 
nouriſh and maintain that Principle of Oppoſi. 
tion which is in them. Or, they deſire to knowl 
* mcre than others out of a Principle of Pride 
and Oftentation : They know, to be known, 
© and to conciliate Applauſe. Or they make thes 
Study of Divinity ſerviceable only to their Pre. 
* ferment, which is no uncommon Thing wit 
* this Rank of Men. Or there are ſome ſiniſter | 
* Deſigns, which they are govern'd by, 3 
hut the right and true Ends whereby Mei 
© ſhould be acted in their Perſuit after 5 
© Knowledge are of another Nature. They ſhould 
* make God's Glory the firſt and chief End o 
all: And next to that they ſhould deſire to know? 
the Truth, that they may acquaint themſelwe 
with their particular Duties, and that they maj 
© live, and practiſe according to their Knowledge! 4 
© Alſo that they may be beneficial to thoſe, wh 
© are of weak Underitandings and mean Capaci ; 
ties; that they may edify the Church of Chriſi 
and ſet forward the Converſion and Salvatiof 
of Mankind. Theſe are godly Intentions, which 
* ſhould be proſecuted in the Diſcharge of the Pil | 

© ſtoral Office ; the Want of which it is to 
* feared is one Root of that Defection, and Dt 
* generacy in the Doctrinez of Chriſtianity va 
* I'm complaining of. or an upright, all 
« well-defigning Mind is the beſt Refiner 78 oul 
Thoughts and Notions in Religion; and a M- 
« of Simplicity of Heart will underſtand mo 
than an Angelicł or Seraphick Doctor. But d 
© the other Side, the Truth is hidden from the! 


Mens Eyes whoſe Aims are corrupt, and ul 
8 Warrantabſ 
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nl warrantable, ſelfiſh; and Forldly ; as we may 
5 fl. remember that one of the Reaſons aſſigned by 
ow f our Saviour, why the Perſons he ſpoke to did 


ide not underſtand his Doctrine, was becauſe my 
F /1ght their own Glory. John 7. 18. 

Min. I muſt confeſs, that the Dr. and Fin. 
ne Things, are alike in our Fudzments ; I 1 
5 mY are a great many Clergymen in the Jame Wi ay 
3} Thinking. 

Di. I ſhould be heartily glad to ſee more, 

1 . End hear of them, that they acted from good 
Principles to good Ends; and then there would 

pe no need to complain. Ty 

t Min. Pray go on with what the Dr. ſays fur- 

3 7 on theſe Points; for I cannot fay, but that he 

alls lige 4 Divine as be was. 

ö Difj. J am glad to hear You ſay ſo: For 1 
Have fo great a Veneration for him, that I love 
| o hear his Works'commended ; if I think it is 
Sincerity by One that is a fudge. The Dr. 
Joes on to ſhew more Reaſons for their forſa- 
2 ing the old orthodox Doctrines; and ſays, 
Ihe next Cauſe of the Change and Corrup- 
tion that is in our Doctrines is this, that Men 
will not be at the Pains to inform themſelves 
aright; they will not uſe the proper Methods 
for the attaining of Divine and Heavenly Know- 
ledg. For this is a Thing that ought not to be 
oll doubted of, that this Knowledge muſt be attain d 
MAI o, in the orderly uſe of Means, and conſe- 
quently we mult be induſtrious, careful and 
diligent ; we mult be active and unwearied i in 
our Applications relating to this End. Then 
all we know, if we follow on to know the Lord, 


Preacher, Part II. p. 80, to os 


* Hot. 
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Hoſ. 6. 3. that is, if we purſue it with all Di- 
ligence, if we make it our Great Buſineſs. The 
admirable Plato lays down ſeveral Qualifica- 
tions of a hopeful Learner or Scholar, one that 
is like to improve in Underſtanding and true 
Knowledge; and among the reſt this is one, he 
muſt. be * a Lover of Labour; one that will be 

very induſtrious, ànd ſpare no Pains, This holds 
true even in Spiritual and Divine Attainments: 
Earneſt- Endeavours, Great Diligence and In- 
duſtry are neceſſary Conditions and Requiſites} 
in him who is a Diſciple and Candidate of Reli- 
gion and Saving Wiſdom, and eſpecially in him . 

* who is deſigned to be a Teacher of others. f 

* To deſcend to ſome Particulars, there muſt ! 

© be a great deal of Study and Meditation to ar- 
t 

b 

V 


R 


A ↄ·˙ F . «» 


rive to this. There muſt be much Thinking and 

* Conſidering, and Comparing one Thing with} 
another. We muſt repreſent to our ſelves the 

* whole entire Scheme of Religion, and ſet it all. 
before us, and ſurvey all the Parts of it; that weſWit 
may ſee the Conſiſtency and Harmony of them.) 
We muſt duly examine every Point of Chriſti 
* anity; we muſt leiſurely, calmly and impar- 
* tially ponder the Arguments that relate to them 
* It ſeems it agrees not with ſome Perſons to buſy] 
their Heads about theſe Matters, and to exa} 
mine and ſearch into them. And thence ve 
* ſhall find that ſome who talk much againſt 
thoſe Points which I have treated of, do leaſt o 
all underſtand them. Which 1s according to 
what a Learned Divine, faith, + That i 
Ryeftions of the greateſt Moment none ' reſo 

dure. De Repub. lib. 6. + Dr. Jackſon. Vol. 1. Book; 
Chap. 50. | | | 
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i- 9 10 eremptorily fe or their own, or more uncha- 
he | 2 ly again 45 Opinions, than ſuch as have 
a- /caft Tad the fundamental Principles of True 
lat ¶ Divinity. And Foray what can we look for 
ue from theſe Men who have never turned their 
he Thoughts in good | Earneſt to Things of this 
be high Nature, whoſe Minds are taken up with 
ds little Ceremonies; or with Secular Buſineſs, or 
1: Diverſion, ſo that they leave no Room for theſe 
n- Things which require great Application? 

te: © I have obſerved that tho' in the Compaſs of 
li- ſeveral Years laſt paſt there. have been Debates 
im among ſome of the Divines of our Church 
about Criticiſm, Hiſtory, &c. and ſome leſſer 
uſt ¶ Points relating. to Divinity; yet they have ſel- 
ar- dom or never encounter'd one another about 
nd theſe of the greateſt Moment; but they peacea- 
ithhbly hang together, and contentedly fit down 
the with what ſome of their Chieftains and Ring- 
all leaders have dictated to them, and never make 
weſWit their ſerious Work to penetrate into theſe 
em. Matters, and to look on things on both ſides. 
ti. This is an eaſy way that they have taken, they 
var tamely and blindly follow their Leaders, to ſave 
em themſel ves the labour of ſearching into the Doc- 
Wtrines that are propounded to them. They gene- 
Frally receive their Sentiments about them from 
chers, and never take Pains to examine them 
themſelves. They ſee that ſome Men of Note 
and Learning have eſpouſed: ſuch Points, and 
herefore-in deference to them, and having Mens 
Perſons in Admiration (wh: ich St. Jude alligns 
as one Catife of Error in the Falſe Teachers he 
peaks of, v. 16.) or that they may not be 


Thought to be Ignorant, they cloſe with the ſame 
| © No- 
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Notions. So Doctrines paſs from one to and F 


r 
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_ rept Te are reſokved to loſe them, and with them 
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ther without Enquiry, and hereby we are ij 
Danger of loſing many a ſolid Truth. If Mel 
go on after this Rate, and are not deſirous i 
have a Thorough Inſpection of theſe Points | 
and care not to ſtudy them to the Bottom, the 
will eafily be impoſed upon, and they will i 
tempted by thoſe that pretend to more Knef 
ledge than themfelves, to change the Articl 
© of their Belief, and to barter their Ancient an 
* Original Principles for Modern Ones. Now 
Sir, what think You of what the Dr. has ſaid 
Do You not think this is Truth? Are You not fal 
Jen into a miſerable Condition in forſaking you 
good old Dodrines, that your godly Reformers an 
boly Martyrs left You to believe, and teach. 
Min. 7 told You before, that our People woi 
not endure it; therefore we muſt not preach it, 


A 


. 


the Mammon. | 

Di. Let me tell You in ſhort, I think yo 
Caſe like to that of a beautiful Woman of i 
eaſy Temper, who (after having been perſuadyly 
by the Solicitations of a familiar Acquaintandllf - 
to yield to a Man's unlawful Embraces) has fon . 
Time after had Convictions of Conſcience on ti, 
Account, and a Mind to leave off the evil Prat . 
tice; but this Thought comes in, What ſhall 1 1 


for the Pence he us'd to give me ＋ muſt be obH 
fo go on, for if I leave off, I ſhall be brought 
Want; and that will expoſe me to the Contempt 
all that know me-? Now 1 leave You to mi 
the Application. er 

Min. You come cloſe upon me indeed; bat I wh 
ſearce bear your Compariſon: What ! da You cn 
fare us to the vileſt of People? © ll 


251 


ould never have faid it: But why do not You 


Mel bear yourſeIves of theſe Things ? 
is, Min, J defire You to go on with what the Dr. 


vs of the other Cauſes of theſe, You, and he calls 
e Arminians for/aking the holy Doctrines of the 
Wceormation, * „ 
Dif. 1 will with all my Heart: * Again, 
(ay the Dr.) too many forget to beg of the 
ather of Lights to direct, and bleſs the La- 
bours of their Minds, and thence we have fo 
many Miſtakes in our Theology. They come 
to the Study of Divinity as they do to that of 
Arts and Sciences: they think their own Wit 
and Parts will carry them out, and therefore 
| they look not after a ſupernatural Aid and Aſ- 
ſiſtance. And this is one Reaſon why they re- 
main ignorant of the Things of the K:ngdom 
of Heaven, But we mult be convinced of this, 
that unleſs we look up to God, it is in vain to 
look into Books. We muſt with inflamed De- 
fires beſeech the God of all Grace that we may 
be filled with the Knowledge of his Will in all 


ſtle prays for the Colgſians, ch. I. v.g. None but 
the Soul enlighten'd from Above can judge a- 
right of heavenly Doctrines. None but the Spi- 
rit can give us a clear Inſight into the Myſteries 
of Religion. 5 1 | 
* Wherefore it is neceſſary, that with Earneſt- 
neſs and Importunity we  implore the Divine 
” Preacher, Part IT. p., 83. | EO, 1 

Non ex nobis eſt quod intelligimus. ſed ex eo qui quæ ignoicibi- 
erant, ſecit intelligi. Itaq; ab eo ſperanda intelligentia ett, qui & 
iſantious aperit, & quæ rentibus demonſtrabit, & petentibus non ne- 


abit. Hilar. in pſ. 120. 
E 2 © Bleſ- 


Dif. I am perſuaded of the Truth of it; or I 


Wiſdom and ſpiritual Underſtanding; as the Apo- 
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FHhleſſing in our Contemplations and Studies, and 
with ardent Supplications crave the Direction 
* of the Spirit to lead us into all Truth, and to 
enable us to think and apprehend aright concern. 
ing the great Matters of Religion, and that weſt 
may have a diſcerning Spirit, and a ſound Judg. 
ment in the Things of God, and that we majſf 
not be perverted by falſe Principles. It is cer. 
* tain that there are ſome ill Opinions and pervert: 
* Notions, which, like ſome evil Demons, cannot 


© be diſpoſſeſs'd but by Prayer and Faſting. 


ful to ſtudy our own Hearts. The Neglect off 
this hath done us much Harm, and hath hin] 
* der'd our diſcerning the divine myſteries of thi 


© of Date; and indeed is thought by ſome to be 
Book not worth the Peruſal. But this is a grea 


© gadding abroad, and entertain themſelves will 
foreign Objects, they ſhould dwell at Home 


Lg) 
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© Beſides Diligence in Prayer, we muſt be care. 


* Goſpel. Whilſt we ranſack Libraries, whilit we 
are in ſearch after various Authors, whilſt v 
turn over all ſorts of Books, we forget to peruſ{f 
© the Volume of our own Conſciences. This Books 
is out of Requeſt, and like an old Almanack ou 


* Miſtake, and of all Books this muſt not be ne 
glected by Divines and Clergymen. They mu 
© frequently retire into themſelves, and rifle and 
examine their Minds, and be throughly ac 
© quainted with themſelves. Whilſt Others ar 


converſe with their own Hearts, and penetrate 
into the ſecreteſt Receſſes of them, and there it 
© one Page read more than in a hundred Author 
By knowing themſelves, they will come to kno 
© Godand his juſt Dominion and Prerogative, an 


© their own Meaneſs and Inferiority: they wil 
| £ nod; 
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not then boggle at thoſe Doctrines which 1 


have aſſerted and vindicated, viz. the Impo- 


tency and. Inability of Man's: Free Will as to 


Spritual Good, the abſolute Neceſſity of Spe- 
cial Grace, and Irreſiſtible Power and Force 
of it, and thoſe other Evangelical Doctrines 
which relate to this. The Study of our Hearts 
(for I hope I may have Leave to mention it 
again, notwithſtanding it paſſes for arrant Cant 
among ſome Men) will bring us to a Free 


Confeſſion of all this. But becauſe there are 


few that take this Method, thence it is that 
there are ſuch frequent Miſtakes about theſe 

Matters e ol 
* The real and experienced Chriſtian differs 
from the ſpeculative One as the Merchant doth 
from the Chymiſt. The former hath no {kill 
in Furnaces, and cannot talk of the Nature of 
Gold, or the ordering of it according to Art, 
yet he is Rich, and hath Gold enough. The 
latter hath rare Notions of Gold, and can Diſ- 
courſe with great Skill and Quaintneſs about 
the managing of it, but yet the Man is poor, 
and wants what he talks of, In like Manner 
a true Practical Chriſtian may be rich in Grace, 
though he cannot learnedly diſcourſe of it: 
And a Speculative Chriſtian may be truly poor 
though he can talk of tne Spiritual Riches, 
and of that Gold tried in the Fire which the 
Laodiceans were counſell'd to buy; that they 
might be Rich, Rev. 4. 18. Ariſtotle writ of 
the World, but his Scholar Conquer'd it. Ma- 
ny Read, Talk and Write of the great Things 
of God and another World, but the practical 
1 : ; . Chri- 

* Preacher, Part II. p. 88, 89. | 
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Chriſtian. alone may be faid to conquer them, 
and to be Maſter of them. He faftes and ſees, 


that God and Religion are Good, he hath a ſpi - 


ritual Senſation of the intrinſick Excellency of 
Holineſs, and of the real Turpitude of all Sin 
and Vice. In ſhort, he experiences thoſe Things 
in Religion which Others only have a Notion of, | 


1 he is the Wiſer, and more 
0 


r (as the Jewiſh Rabbins have 
ſaid well in a Proverbial Way) There is no Man 


fo wiſe as the Maſter of Experience. This ex- 


plains, and illuſtrates Things in a peculiar Man- 


ner, this makes them evident and clear. 


* —— - Thoſe who are unacquainted with 
the Reality of Religion, thoſe who have not un- 


dergone a Change in their Hearts and Lives, 
thoſe whoſe Minds are not ſanctified by Almigh- 
ty Grace, are great Deſpiſers and Oppoſers of 
the Truths of the Goſpel. We find it confirmed 


by daily Experience, that they who neglect to 
nouriſh a warm Senſe of Goodneſs on their Minds 


are very liable to Miſtakes and Errors in Reli. 
gion. Their vicious Affections diſtort their Rea- 


ſons and Judgments. Profaneneſs of Life damps, 
and even extinguiſhes the true Sentiments of 
Chriſtianity. Being debauched and corrupted in 
their Manners, they naturally degenerate in 
their Perſwaſions. ------ | 
It muſt needs be fo, becauſe vicious Inclina- 
tions and Habits are in themſelves Enemies to 
divine Knowledge : They cloud and darken the 
Brain, they ſully and pollute the Underſtanding, 
they corrupt and debauch the rational Faculties, 
they will not permit the Mind to liſten to right 
ZE © Reaſon 


Preacher, Part II p. 92 to 104. 


181 


* Reaſon and convidtive Arguments, but they hur- 
ry the Soul into all Diſorder, and fo ſtrangely 
ruffle and diſcompoſe it, that it is utterly unca- 
© pable of receiving the divine Impreſſions of 

nes! Truth, and ofembracing the excellent Marins 

of the Chriſtian Religion. 


= And from hence we may gather how we come 
% to degenerate in our Theological Principles : 


an Many are bred up in a looſe Way, and know | 
nothing of Seriouſneſs and Stuietnels of Life : 
They indulge themſelves in worldly Pleaſures 
* and Vanities, in idle and vain Expence of Time, 
1 they accuſtom themſelves to the Profanation of 
the Lord's Day, to Intemperance, Idleneſs, and 
Folly, and 4. little of God and Religion in 
A5. their Converſations. And thus by their early 
of | Pollations, they make themſelves unfit for the 
Purity of divine Doctrines, and they make them- 


— © ſelves fit to receive any Impreffions of Error. 
5 5 * Let me tell You, It is hard to paſs from an evil 
eli. Life to good and found Notions. It is hard for 
ca. a young Man, a looſe Spark to ſtart up a folid 


os. | Divine; from a kind of a Beau tobecome a grave 
10. 5 Preacher. Can we think that thoſe who have 
ſcoffed at ſerious Preaching, and condemn it as 
Canting, are fit to enter into the Miniſtry of the 
* Church? or that when they are entet d, they are 
1a. | fit to be acquainted wich the Mind of God in 
„his Word ? Can we think other wife than that 
* thofe youthful Minds which have been corrupted 
with the Cantagien of bad Company, and have 
e © ſuck'd in from it ill. Principles, will dere be 
* „En againſt ſober and divine I at 
can we expect from thoſe that have no goot 
= oundation, that have not been inured to a Senſe 


8 


30 

* of Religion and Holineſs, but to the Contrary ?|þ 

* What ſucceſsful Inſtructions can we hope for 
from ſuch Perſons. 

I I will ſhut up this Pei: with the Words 

* of a Learned, Pious and Practical Divine, * 1:| 
© 7s meet, ſ aith he, that they who are to convert 
* others, ſhould be effetually converted themſelves, 
* John muſt firſt eat the Book, and then Propheſy, Þ 
* Rev. 10. 9. The Minifters of the Goſpel muſt if 
« firſt themſelves eat the Book of God, which is 
indeed done when they are not only in their Mind; 
* enlightened, but their Hearts are mollified, and 
* brought in Subjection to the Word of Chriſt. Un- 
* leſs Chriſt be thus learned ſpiritually and really, 
Divines ſhall ſpeak of the Word of God, as 
* Men ſpeak of Fedde, and as Prieſts in former 
Times ſaid their Mattins, when they K knew 
* what they aid. 

* By this time, I hope, I have given you a 
good Account of. the Reaſons and Cauſes of 
the Degeneracy of the preſent Times as to 
Principles. I have let you ſee what is the true 
Riſe of Mens nat enduring ſound Doctrine. Nor 
have I yet finiſh'd what I deſigned. There are 
* two other Springs and Sources of this Malady, 
and theſe. I will more largely and amply inſiſt 
upon than on thoſe I propounded before; be- 
* cauſe I think they are the moſt General Cauſe i 
Jof this Diſorder, and ſuch as univer/ally influ- Þ 
ence on thoſe who in theſe Times cannot en- Ne 
dure to hear of thoſe Goſpel Truths which It 
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have ſet before you. This proceeds from their 
Overvaluing of Reaſon, and their Shlighting of 


. Perkin's CY on the Epiſtle to the Galatians 
Chap. 1. v. 16. 
| y 5 crif- 
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N Scripture; which are the Two Heads I will in- 
or fiſt upon, and I beſeech the Divine Goodneſs to 
make them really ſerviceable to the Benefit of 
ds thoſe who ſhall peruſe theſe Papers. 
J. © Firſt, The Unſound Doctrines which I have 
rf | had Occaſion to mention together with the 
es, whole Set of Arminianiſin, owe their Riſe to | 
J. the Overvaluing of Humane Reaſon. They tell us | 
that it is below a Man of Senſe and Parts, (which | 
they take to be their own Character) to admit | 
dt of any Doctrine in Chriſtianity which is not | 
nd level with their Reaſon. Hence they muſt needs 
u- take up falſe Not ons in Divini.y, becauſe there 
ly, are many Doctrines belong 'ng to it which are | 
a; above that Level. The great Cry of ihe Men 
er Hof this Age is, that the 4: minian Points ſound | 
| 
| 


ew WW more Rational, and are more eaſy to be con- 
ceived than the other Doctrines: and therefore 

, a WF for the ſake of that which they call 'Rea/or, 
of Þ they change and new model the Conſtitation of 
to the Chriſtian Religion. For they inſiſt that a Man -C 
ue muſt uſe his Reaſon, and therefore the other | 
or Points are not to be admitted, becauſe they claſh 
are with this. They cannot underſtand, or give an 
y, Account of them, and thence they conclude, 
ſiſt I that there is no ſuch thing in Reality. 

de · © But theſe Men are to know that our Reaſon 
ſes was not given us to quarrel with Religion, and 
Ju- the great Articles of Chriſtianity which are 
en- delivered in the Goſpel. * They are to know 
1 1 chat Humane Reaſon, and Nature, and Philoſo- 
cir phy have nothing to do with theſe things, be- 
of cauſe they are above thoſe. But ſeeing they 
an:. Ceſſent propria hominum opinioncs, neqz ſe ultra divinam con- 


tutionem humana judicia extendant. Hilar. de Tim. 3 -- 
* 52 0 Wy | [4 
2 F are 


f A a 
are for uſing and exerciſing their Reaſon (hid 
is a very excellent and neceſſary Employment) 
* adviſe them to uſe it in the governing of their Pa 
ſions, and correcting their Senſual Inclination 
* for the proper Work of Reaſon is to check an 
ſubdue theſe. Then we act like Reaſonable Creſt 
* tures, when we live the Life of ſuch Creature 
not in giving way to Luſt and unruly Appetite 
but in Self-denial, and ſubmitting ourſelves 1M 
God and his Will. And by that time they hay 
done this, they will find themſelves diſpoſed il 
© believe, and aſſert whatever God hath revealed 
_ © tho! it be not adjuſted to their Natural Reaſof 
and Ordinary Underſtanding. They will be conf 
© vinced of this important Truth, that human 
© Reaſon is always vain and deceitful when it 
carried beyond its proper Bounds; that is, whe 
it undertakes to determine of thoſe Things whic 
come not under its Juriſdiction. Such are tho 
Evangelical Truths which I have diſcourſed oi 
| © which are above the Sphere of Reaſon, and de 
* pend wholly on Divine Revelation. 
© In vain then do the Socrnians and Remo 
* firants cry up Reaſon, when they have to d 
* with the Articles of Revealed Religion. The 
unwiſely mix and blend thoſe Things whi 
ſhould be kept aſunder. They imprudently an 
precariouſlyargue from the ſeeming Reaſonabl: 
neſs and Fitneſs of Things to the Truth and Re: 
lity of them. They unduly meaſure and judge! 
the Nature of God, and of his Councils accord 
ing to the Sutableneſs of them to their own pr 
vate Apprehenſions and ſhallow Conceits. 
© This is the Way of the Roman Catholick 
they fancy ſuch and ſuch Doctrines to be ag 
5 ä | c ahl 
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1 
able to Reaſon, and to be founded on Conve- 
nience, and then they vote them to be True and 


Certain; as in the Point of Supreme Head of the 
Church, and that of an Infallible Fudge, and ſe- 


ent) | 
ir Pa 
tion I 
k an | 
Crea 
ture 
etite 


Account of the Equity, Fitneſs, and Re aſonable- 
neſs of them. But our Proteſtant Writers tell 
them, that theſe Things may ſeem Reaſonable 
and Fitting to us, but this is no Argument of 
the Reality of them ; for that which is thought 


7, by us moſt Convenient, may not be judged ſo by 
fed God; and without Doubt he is the beſt Judge. 
led And why may we not thus ſpeak like 2 


in the preſent Caſe, and tell the Friends of So- 
© cinus and Arminius, that theſe Points which are 
© controverted betten us are not to be decided 
* by Humane Reaſon, and the natural Dictates of 
Mens Minds, but by the Word of God? Secing 
ve are ſhort-lighted, and cannot penetrate into 
tho! the Divine Secrets, it is highly unreaſonable to 
d g * find Fault with them ; but we ought to believe 
dd that there is a Reaſon for all that God ſaith or 
* doth. We ought to think that all the Doctrines 
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* are Juſt and Good. 
© Nor are we to wonder that theſe Men guide 
© themſelves by other Maxims, and vilify many 
© Evangelical Truths under the Pretence and Pa- 


Truths of Chriſtianity were firſt revealed to the 
World; when ſuch Evangelical Doctrines as 
* theſe came to their Ears; namely, the Trinity 


13 * of Perfons in the God- head, the Incarnaton of 
if © Chrift; the Union of the Divine and Humane Na- 
gr ,, F 2 — 


abl 


veral other Doctrines, which they defend on the 


© (25 well as the Precepts) which come from him 


* tronage of Reaſon ; for this is no new Thing, 
but the very ſame that was done when the great 
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the Blord of Chrift, the Ręſurrection of the ſan 
Body, the great Diſcoveries concerning anothe 
Wer ld, &c. the profound Sages among the Ger 
tiles unanimouſly agreed to oppoſe them, an 
cry them down as Doctrines utterly repugnan 
to Re.;ſon, and contrary to the received Notion 
of Mankind. Hence it was that when St. Pai 
diſputed with the Philoſophers at Athens, he wa 
laugh'd at as a vain Babler, and a Man of un. 
reaſonable and abſurd Principles. His mof 
powerful Zegick could not move thoſe ſtiff Ry 
tronaliſts; and when he darted in among then 
the moſt redundant Light, they were ſtill in th: 
Dark : And pardon me, if I ſay that the ver 
Owls of Athens were not half ſo dim-fighted a 


 Athemans, who were the Flower of all Greece 


wiſeſt Men in the World, ----- but really theſ 
Men were the moſt knowing Perſons in the hea- 
then World. 


© What was the Reaſon ? This moſt certainly, 


* that the Knowledge of theſe Things was not to 
be had by Natural Light, could not be learnt in 
the School of Nature. Theſe Men of Philoſophy 
* ſought after Wiſdom, as the Apoſtle ſaith 1 Cir 
1. 22, ====——— 

And ſo it is now, the Doctrines which I have 
© treated of are accounted Fooliſhneſs, and are con- 
* demn'd as Non-ſenſe by thoſe that doat upon 
© mere Philoſophical Principles, and deify Reaſon. 

© 'Theſe Men look thro' falſe Glaſſes, and have 

* deceitful Repreſentations of Things ; they ſee 
* nothing aright that relates to theſe Ry 
© be- 


ture, the Redemption and Recovery of Mankind | 


the Philoſophers there. Yet without Doubt the 


not only thought themſelves incomparably th 
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becauſe they proceed upon meer natural Max- 
ims, and uſe ſuch Arguings as are corrupt and 
ſenſual. This is the perpetual Fault of thoſe a- 
mong us who addi& themſelves to the Opinions 
of Socinus and Armin; with reference to which 
latter the Learned and Judicjous Biſhop Sander- 
ſon would have us take Notice of, The Plauſi- 
bleneſs of Arminianiſm, and the Congruity it hath 
in ſundry Points with the Principles of Corrupt 
Nature, and of Carnal Reaſon. For it is, ſaith 
he, à wonderful Tickling to Fleſh and Blood to 
have the Powers of Nature magnified, and to hear 
itſelf flatter'd, as if ſhe carried the greateſt Stroke 
in the Work of Salvation. This is that excellent 
Man's Judgment concerning Arminianiſin, in 
his Pax Ecclefe, publiſhed with his Life, and 
other Pieces by Mr. 1Jaac Walton. If the Di- 
vines of our Age would vouchſafe (as they ought) 
the to conſider what this Great and Famous Father 
hefti of our Church here ſuggeſts, they would not 
1ca-W ſuffer corrupt Reaſon to pervade and poiſon their 
Divinity; they would not throw off the Doc- 
nly trines of the Goſpel, becauſe they cannot ſee the 
t to Philoſophy of them. : | 
t u © As to the Ob/curity and Difficulty which at- 
phy tend ſome of theſe divine Doctrines, this ſhould 
Cor. not encline us in the leaſt to disbelieve and diſ- 
own them. It was rightly ſaid by that Learned 
ave Author, whom I have had Occaſion often to 
:on-M mention, that * Tf is not neceſſary we ſhould a- 
pon bate the Strength and Vigour of our Aſent to ge- 
ſon. neral Principles, for want of ſaving footing in 
navel /pecral Difficulties. And the Reaſon is plain, for 
ſee if we muſt reje& a Principle or Doctrine, be- 
nes, cauſe of ſome Difficulty in it, then we muſt re- 


be⸗ by Dr. Jackſon. Vol. 1. B. 5. Ch. _— 85 ject 


L536. 
* jet; moſt of the great Truths of the Golpel. De 
we not read that Chriſtianity, and its great Ar. 
* ticles are ſtiled the Myſteries of God!ineſs? Bu 
* how can they be a Miſtery, if there be nothing 
* obſcure and difficult in them, if all be plain 
* eaſy, and natural? Where is the A yftery then 
* Which evidently ſhews that thoſe of our Church 
* who eſpouſe the Opinions of the Remonſtranti 1 
® becauſe they ſay they are ſmooth and facile, and 
* fitted to our common Reaſon, do not under. : 
* ſtand the Nature of the Chriſtian Religion; dl 
not conſider that there are Myſteries and Ab 
* ſtruſities in it, and that we ought not on th 
* Account of theſe, to think hardly of the Arti | 
* cles of Religion. 
| © Nay, let me ſay, we ought to eſteem, and 
© prize the Chriſtian Religion becauſe it has grea 
© Difficulties, becauſe it ſurmounts our natur 
© Reaſonings, and goes ſo much againſt the Grain. 
* look upon this as a great Argument of the Trutiif 
of theſe Doctrines. If they were not as to ſom 
Things abſtruſe and incomprehenſible ( as al 
_ © heavenly Things are) we might ſuſpect tha 
they were from Men, and not from God. 8 
< then, that which our Adverſaries object again 
our Doctrines, is ſo far from diſparaging them 
that it highly commends them. We may then 
argue that they came from God, and are notd 
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humane Invention, 1 
_ © Here then let us underſtand our ſelves, an / 
ſee plainly what is the Cauſe of Mens cavillin ol; 
* againſt the Truths and Doctrines which I hae 
advanced. It has its Riſe from the Weakneſs an 

* Narrowneſs of Mens Minds, which are wont. 

meaſure the moſt High by their own ſcanty an = 
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E ticles of Chriſtianity ha | 
and at laft they will admit of nothing in Reli- 
gion, but what is according to the Model of 


7 
contracted Proportions. Thoſe that indulge 
themſelves in this Folly, will think all the Ar- 

Barth and unreaſonable, 


their own vain Reaſonings. It concerns us then 
* to take Care of our ſelves betimes, and to check 
this Folly, which is ſo diſcernable in this Age, 


KK and is grown into Repute. It is now eſteemed. 


a great Specimen of Wit to raiſe Cavils and Scru- 
© ples about theſe Doctrines which I have been 


treating of; and he is thought by ſome the Beſt 
Dine, and the acuteſt Preacher that is able to 
argue, and reaſon nicely againſt them. Propound 


gone of theſe Points to them, and preſent]; 
they try to underſtand the Philoſophy of it; 
they examine whether it be exactly adjuſted to 
the Laws of Reaſon. If they find it will not 
[© endure this Touchſtone, they forthwith reject 
Hit as falſe and adulterate. -------- 2 
At preſent I will only take Notice that here- 
by they let the World underſtand that they are 
* highly * conceited of their own Opinions and 
' Judgments, of their own Parts and Abilities, 
and theſe they call Reaſon. 
Min. I muſt needs ſay this Dr. talks as pro- 
oundly as any Learned Divine I ever read in my 


| whole Life, Pray go on with what he ſays of the 


other Reaſons of our Clergy's falling from the good 
od Derines of the Reformation, as He, and You 
call them ſo often. = 7 


Ad co tumeliam Celeſtium Verborum pro excuſatione habetu- 
dinis ſuæ proumpunt, dicentes in his nihil rationale. hihil eſſe per- 
ie&tum, volentes ea quæ I ſe dicuntur, ſola eſſe erudita, & dacttinæ 
ſur prudentià expolita. Hilar. in Pfal. 118. 


381 : 


Di. I will go on with all my Heart, but Youſ 
muſt not be angry with me if I am ſomewhat long 


for when I begin, I know not how to leave off he jj 


ſo excellent. The next Spring of the Miſcarriageſ 
I have been blaming, ( /ays the Dr.) is the S/ight-Þ 
ing, and Undervaluing of Scripture. There are] 
thoſe who reproach Revelation to defend Rea-ſ 
ſon; to make themſelves Arminians, they are 
forc'd to renounce the plaineſt Texts in the Bible. 
One would almoſt gueſs from ſome of theirſ 
Sermons that they are of that Cardinal's Mind, 
who thus adviſed One who had been reading, and 
ſtudying the Epiſtle to the Romans; Lay aide 
faith he, zheſe Trifies, theſe Fooleries, for they df 
not become a grave Man, We have ſome of thi 
Gravity amongſt us, we have thoſe that have 
very mean Thoughts of this Apoſtle's Epiſtles; | 
and from their deſpiſing the Doctrines contained 
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in them we can't but infer; without Breach of 
Charity, that they look upon thoſe Writings as 
very trivial Things. Tho' among the Apoſtles 
St. Paul was more enlightned, and had greater 
Diſcoveries made to him than all the reſt, yet, 
behold ! he is more deſpiſed, and neglected than 


them all. Even thoſe who pretend to be great 
Admirers of Reveal'd Religion, have the leaſt 


Regard to this Great Man of Revelations. Thi 
Chief and Higheſt of the Inſpired Apoſtles B 
the loweſt and meaneſt with them. Of all the 
Epiſtles, his are moſt ſlighted and diſeſteemed. 
There we read, that there is a ſpiritual Conta- 
gion conveyed to us from our firſt Parents, but 
this 1s diſbelieved, and laugh'd at by many. 
There we find that Chriſt's Righteouſneſs i 


made ours by Imputation, but this will not gal 
nen * 
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oe 


199] 
Aſſent among ſome Men. There we are told 
chat there is a ſpecial Grace vouchſafed to ſome, 
o& which is denied to others, but this will not be 
admitted of. There we are informed that Ju- 
ſtification is by Faith alone, but believe it who 
will ; ſome of our Divines refuſe to receive any 
ſuch Doctrine. There we are plainly inſtructed 
about the Nature of Eternal Election; but this 
is abſolutely denied, and all the Tezts that the 
ir Apoſtle hath left to eſtvbliſh and confirm it, are 
ſcorn'd and vilify'd. ------ 


they call for our Belief, for we are obliged to 
$ aſſent to whatever God hath revealed, becauſe 
zit was revealed in order to our believing it. This 
vas the very Deſign of penning the ſacred Wri- 
tings, and particularly of the Apoſtolical Epiſtles, 
which latter are very much deſpiſed of Late. 
We ſhould have been never the leſs Diſciples of 
Chrift, faith Mr. Le Clerc T, if any of theſe Epiſtles 
had been oft. And another tells us, that I He 
Dottrines of the Chriſtian Faith are not fo be 
ſought for in theſe Ep:jtls; for they were not 
writ deſignedly, but occa//91:a//y only, and by the 
| Bye ; which 1s the very way of diſparaging the 
Epiſtles of the Apoſtles that || Bellarmine uſes: 
So that hence we may ſee from whom our late 
Writers borrow their Methods of vilifying the 
Epiſtles. But the true Reaſon of this Practice is 
becauſe there are ſome Doctrines in theſe Epiſ- 
tles which —_ have no __ Opinion of; yea, 


Preacher, Part II. p. 104, tos. 106. * Annot. in 1 Cor. 5.9. 
Mt. Lock's Reaſonableneſs of Chriilianity. { De Verbo non 
* . 


Vet certainly, as they are Revealed Truths, | 
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* which they oppoſe and contradict ; and ſu 
© are theſe Doctrines that I have ſpoken of. 
* The Riſe of Popery ( /ays the Dr. *) wil 
from this very Thing, their neglecting the Scrjp 
© tures, and forbidding the reading of them, Anil 
* this is the Origin of the preſent Errors which 
* liſh of Popery. Men frame Notions out of the 
* own Imaginations and Reaſonings, without con 
* ſulting the Inſpired Writings. And if this h 
* blameable in Papiſts, can it be commendablei 
* Proteſtants? We make a great deal of Work wit 
the Romani/ts for their denying the Scripture 
|; © to be the ſole Rule of Faith, and we very vige 
0 * rouſly attack them on this Account. When w 
© are confuting them, we think (and we thin 
i * rightly ) that we baffle their Doctrine of Tr. 
5 dition, by ſhewing that the Bible was given ust 
© be the only Standard of Belief. Now what 77. 
= dition is with the Papiſts, that Reaſon is wit 
4 ſome Proteſtants. The former believe man 
Doctrines, though inconſiſtent with Scriptur 
for the ſake of Jradition; the latter embrad 
* other Doctrines (as repugnant to the Scrit 
_ © tures as thoſe) for the ſake of Reaſon. But bob 
of them muſt needs hold that Scripture 1s not 
perfect Rule of Faith, for we ſee that one add 
© Tradition, and the other Human Reaſon to 
© How little Difference then is there (as to thi 
: Matter ) between Papiſts and ſome Proteſtant: 
Again, there are thoſe who uſe their ut 
© moſt Skill and Art to chſcure and perplex tho 
Texts of Scripture which relate to the Mattel 
© I have treated of; that thereby we may be di 
© courag'd from making uſe of them, and that 


* Preacher, Part IT, p. 107. + Ibid: p. 109, te 113. 
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may be forced to ſubmit to the Standard of Hu- 
mane Reaſon. As theſe Points have ſome Diffi- 
culty in themſelves, ſo they are made much more 
ſo by Mens wilfully entangling them. They 
ſtart Objections and Cavils about the Interpre- 
tation of the Words, to beat us off from the 
plain Senſ2 contained in them. Their Aim is 
to amaze and puzzle us, that by that Means we 
may be diſſatisfied, and no longer make uſe of 
thoſe: Texts for our Purpoſe. But we muſt not 
be catch'd thus, we muſt remember that we deal 


ZW with Perſons that have a Deſign upon us, and 


we are to fix this upon our Minds that the Truths 
of the Scripture, tho' obſcure, ought to be em- 
braced by wiſe and underſtanding Men before 


the ſeeming Clearneſs and Plainneſs of Humane 


Opinions and Aſſertions. - The Scripture is 
the Voice of God himſelf; if we attentively and 
carefully liſten to it, we ſhall hear it interpret 
itſelf. The only Rule of Faith is the beſt Rule 
of Interpretation. This will certainly lead us to 
the true and genuine Senſe, and confirm us in 
it, if our Minds be not corrupted with Prejudice 
and Prepoſſeſſion; for looking thro' ſo deceit- 
ful an Optic as this, we ſhall read the Text o- 
therwiſe than it is. This is frequently done by 
the Perſons I am ſpeaking of, they bring the 
Scriptures to them, and do not go to the Scrip- 
tures, They are of Socinus's Mind and Reſolu- 
tion, who profeſs'd that * tho" the Satisfaction 


of Chriſt were expreſly my OT yet 


be would not believe it. So tho' the Imputation 


of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, Juſtification by Faitb 
alene, Original Sin, the Eternal Decrees be plain- 


* De Chriſto Servat. Pars 1. cap 6. 
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find Ways how to rid themſelves of thoſe Ter 
_ © which preſs ſo hard upon them; and the Kn 
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© ly taught in the New Teſtament, they refuſe tf 
give their Aſſent to theſe Doctrines. Let thi 
* Goſpel Writings be never ſo expreſs in thel 
© Points, yet becauie they do not comport wit 
c 


the Principles and Notions which they hay 
taken up, they give no Credit to them. Bu 
no, if we apply ourſelves to Scripture fir 
and firmly reſ.lve to adhere to that, and the 
regulatc our Notions by what we find ther: 
ve ſhall act otherwiſe. Here therefore we mu 
be very careful; when we ſtudy the Scrip:ure 
and ſearch into the Meaning of them, we mu 
mind what God himſelf faith, and not what o 
Fancy dictates. * We muſt look for the Sen 
from the Words, and not impoſe one upon then 
We muſt bring back the Meaning from t 
Text, rather than carry one to it. In hon 
We muſt not dare to deny that ſuch and fud 
Dectrines are contain'd in Scripture, becauſe o 
| Reaſons boggle at them ; but we ſhould fi 
own them to be (as certainly they are) in Scry 
ture, and then ſubmit our Reaſons to them. 
* But there is a Generation of Men that w 
not admit of this, and therefore tho' they feet 
© to pay a Reverence to Scripture, and pretend i 
© be de wined by it, yet they do what they c 
© to evadc Ye may fay of theſe Men! 
* Sc.omen of the tirii. Ceneration of Men int 
c 
c 
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World, They have for:ght out many Invention 
They are forced to make uſe of their Wits, | 


"WM Optimus Lector eſt qui dictorum intelligentiam expeRat ! 
dictis potids quam Imponat, & retulerit magis quam attulerit. Hi 
de Trin. lib. 1. 5 

© whid 


* 
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which they cannot untie, they boldly cut aſun- 
der. They ſet the Bible on ihe Rick, and do 
Violence to the Words and Expreſſions of it by 
Wil accommodating them to their own conceiv'd 


ha Notions. But let them ſhew. the Subtilty of 
Bu their Wit in any Thing rather than in wreſting 
fand perverting the Word of God. And they 
the are to be reminded of this that Tricks and 


Evaſions and Sophiſtry cannot hold out againſt 
the Force of Holy Scripture, ' Divine Reaſon, 
ure? and the Senſe and Experience of Good Men. 
But ſo it is, tho' we often acquaint them with 


t ou this, yet they are continually on their Guard, 
sen to defend themſelves againſt the Aſſaults of 
hen Truth. And by being ſo often upon Service, 
ti they come to be expert in War; they are al- 
hor ways appointed and provided, and they handle 
fd their Weapons with great Art and Cunning. 
e But if they would be Free and Ingenuous, and 
f reſolve to ſubmit to the Truth and Simplicity 
cru © of the Goſpel, we ſhall ſoon ſee them lay down 
n. their Arms: For there would be no need of 
vi chem. 

ſee And briefly, If they would peruſe the Bible 
nd with a ſincere and unfeigned Defire to find the 


Truth; if they would be perſwaded that this 
* is the only Canon of the Chriſtian Faith; if 
* they would look upon the Writings of the 
| © Goſpel as the Will and Teſtament of Chriſt, 
* and lay aſide the Codicils and Supplements of 
© Mens Invention; and laſtly, If they would be 
© convinc'd that this gives ho B ble the Ds 
from all other Writings, that it contains in it 
' Myſteries to be believ <d, which are above our 
Underſtandings, they would ſoon — their 
_ © Senti- 


[ 44 ] 

* Sentiments about the Doctrines above mention 

* ed, and they would come over to us with grea 

; Willingneſs. But the Reaſon why they diſſen 
from theſe Articles is becauſe they do not val 
the Scriptures; they frame a falſe Idea of theſe 
* Great Points, becauſe they do not ſufficienth 
prize and eſteem this Book. And thus you 
* have ſeen what are the ſeveral Cauſes of the 

Degeneracy of Mens Principles in this preſent 
; Age. I have largely ſhew d whence theſe Cor. 

* ruptions in our Religion have had their Riſe, 

and whence it is that they have gain d ſo muck 
Ground. 

Min. Jam fo much aſhamed to hear what he Jays, 
that my Ears are ready to tingle ; He comes jo 3 94 
that I never heard the like; and then all this being 

ſaid by one of our Divines makes it the more flart- 

ling: Had it been one of your Teachers, we coul 
have told our People, that he was a Fanatical 
Preacher ; and then all would have blown over i 
a Moment. 

Diiſſ. I believe that to be as true as any Thing, 
but this Shuffling will not do another Day ; when 
You are called to God's Judgment-Seat, what 
Anſwer will You then give to him? 

Min. Pray go on with more Diſcoveries of this 
7 Defection as You, and He call it; I promi 
fed that I would hear it out. 

Dif. Be pleaſed to take what he ſays, which 
is: am now in the fourth Place to ſet be- 
fore You the Danger and Miſchief of this De- 

* generacy, of this not enduring ſound Dottrine. 

The Apoſtle's Words are remarkable, 2 Cor 

5 3. F our Goſpel is hia, it is hid to them that 


* Preacher, Part II. p. 113. to 117. 
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are loft. Which is as much as if he had faid, 


The Concealing, and much more the Renoun- 
cing of the Chriſtian Doctrine, or any part of 
it, infers the Loſs of Mens Souls. I do not now 
ſpeak of the Defection or Error, which pro- 
nt) ceeds from Ignorance and Miſtake, or Weakneſs 
vou of the Underſtanding ; but I ſpeak of ſuch Er- 
rors relating to the Goſpel as proceed from the 
ſent Depravity of the Will and Affections, ſuch as 
or. are guilty of theſe are pronounced Loft by the 
ile, Apoſtle; they are in a State of Perdition. And 
uch in another Place we hear ſuch ſevere Language 
as this; 750 We, or an Angel from Heaven, 
JW preach any other Goſpel unto you, than that which 
% we have preached unto you, let bim be Accurſed, 
Gal. 1. 8. This is not like the Curſes and Ana- 
. thema's of the Church of Rome, which ſhe thun- 
ders out againſt all that embrace not the Arti- 
cal cles of the Council of Trent, for theſe will do 
aus no Harm. But the Curſe here denounced by 
* the Apoſtle will ſtick faſt on thoſe on whom 
1; it lights, becauſe they deſerve it for preaching 
en another Goſpel; and (as it is explained v. 7. ) 
hat i perverting the Goſpel of Chriff. Thus we ſee 
how pernicious and dangerous this is with Re- 
5. ſpe to Ourſelves. 45 
It is ſo with Reſpect to Others, and even to 
Keligion itſelf: For, 1. It viſibly promotes 
ch Scepticiſm. 2. It advances the Cauſe of the 
e. Det. 3. It conduces to Irreligion and Athe- 
e. iſm. 4. It tends to a Diſſolute, and Wicked 
af * Firſt, Nothing can be more apparent than 
this, that the Degeneracy which I have been 
' diſcourſing of, foſters Scepticiſm; and — 
5 | | 6" t 
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doch in the Learned and others. When th 


* former obſerve that not only Phyloſophical gyſ 
© tems and Theories, which have prevail'd a con 
* fiderable Time, at laſt wear off, and are lai 


© afide as mere Fictions, and New Hypotheſz 


mount the Stage, but that Theo/ogrcal Doctrine 
* and Articles, which came down to us from th 
*. Apoſtles, and have been received a long time i 
the Church, are at Length thrown off, and ri 


diculed as idle and vain Chimera's, doth ng 


© this tempt them to turn Sceptichs in Religion, a 
well as Phy/oſophy? doth not this diſſettle thei 
© Notions, and ſtagger their Belief concerniny 


And when others obſerve the Carriage of the 


Preachers and Divines of this Age; that the 
vary from the Doctrines of their Predeceflors 


that they change their Articles as faſt as other; 
(and themſelves too) do their Faſhions ; tht 
what was Good Divinity at the Reformation 
and afterwards, hath not been thought to be { 
for above theſe Forty Years ; that thoſe of the 
Gown are as giddy and wavering as any oth: 
Men; that Churchmen play faſt and looſe wid 
Religion; that they are juſtly chargeable wit 
Inconſtancy and Levity ; when this, I ſay, i 
obſerv'd, may we not ſurmiſe the Sceptica 
Humour and Genius of theſe Times is nouriſhel 
and upheld by it? Doth not this Alteration 
which is made in our Principles, move Men tt 
think that Opinion bears Sway in Religion # 
well as in other Things, that our Belief depend 
upon the Impreſſions made on us by Education 


by Prejudice, by Authority, and the like; anc 


that Imagination and Cuſtom are the Meaſure 
| : * 0 
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47 1 
of Truth and Error? Thus it is as clear and 
bright as a Sun- beam, that ſome among us by 
not enduring ſound Doctrine, but changing it for 
that which 1s of a different Nature, have pro- 
moted Scepticiſin and Indiſfereney in Religion in 


And how dangerous theſe are, may be gather'd 
from this, that they are the Fore-runners of 
Apoſtacy, for Sceptitiſm and this differ as a Palſy 
and a Letbargy, in Degrees only, but they have 
the me f . . 
Secondly, In Others it hath: begot and encou- 
raged Dei/m. I ſay Deiſin, which is the Great 
and Common Evil that in the Pulpits and in the 
Preſs, and in the Diſcoutſes of the Clergy is cried 
out againſt, and that moſt juſtly. But it isa very 
fad Reflection to dwell upon, that ſome of theſe 
are the Perſons who promote and advance this 


ſence of a Deity, and owning a Natural Reli- 
gion, but rejecting all Revelation? And conſe- 
quently it appears that we have been Saunen 
the Deiſts, and even taking their Part, whil. 

we have been Writing and Preaching againſt 
them. We have condemned them for their over- 
valuing of Natural Religion, and deſpiſing that 
which is Reveal d; but at the ſame Time we 
have let them ſee what a mean Eſteem we have 
for the latter, in our renouncing of thoſe Doc- 
trines and Principles of Chriſtianity which de- 


in the Writings of the New Teſtament. Mean- 

g thoſe Doctrines I have mention'd before. 

* What think you? are we not like to atchieve 

Preacher, Part II. p. 122, to 127, 5 
7 8 great 


thoſe who have taken Notice of their Behaviour. 


Evil. For what is Deiſm but holding the Exi- 


pend wholly upon that Revelation which we have 
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and defend Divine Revelation, and, yet to di 


© Glory; and ſhall we refuſe to give aſſent to it 


. 
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* © great” Thi ings againſt the Deiſts in our Pulyi 
and in our printed. Declamations againſt they 
« When we make ſuch Proficiency in Dez/m ou 
c ſelves? Let us not deceive,and-flatteriour ſelyc 
© God ſees us, and the World too, and our ow 
Cone, What ravk Nonſenſe! is it to aſſen 


c: own, thoſe very Doctrines which are founded 
on it? What 4. Contradiction is it do pen Dil 
72 courſes ang preach Sermons againſt thoſe that 
deny Revelation, and yet to oppoſe the Revealed 
Truths of the Bible® This is the ſtrangeſt In. 

| fatuation imaginable, to maul the Deiſts in ex. 
ry Sermon and Print, and yet to ſcorn Divi 
Revelation our ſelves. Or, would we have tiff 
Deiſis ſhew a Reverence to the Scriptures and 
* Inſtituted Religion, when we refuſe to do i 
our ſelves? For ſhame, either let us, forbent 

* rallying upon the Dee, or let us believe and 

© profeſs. the Principles and Doctrines which D. 
vine Revelation bath anparted to us, tho' we 

* cannot give_# Philoſophical Account of them. 
God hath revealed Himſelf and his Will to 

* us in his Word, and eſpecially we have the In- 
© fallible Writiagsof the Evangolits and Apoſtle 
to direct us into the Truch, and ſhall-we not be 
© guided and directed by them ? It is revealed in 
the Divine Oracles that ſome are choſen out of 
the reſt of Mankind to partake of Grace and 


© It is revealed that all Men are born in Sin, and 
are by Nature Children of Wrath; and ſhall 
not this be received by us as an undeniable 
Truth? It is a Part of our revealed Religion 
that F aith 1 is the ſole Inſtrument of our Juſtiſ- 

* cation; 


49 

cation: and can we alledge any Pretence of 
diſbelieving it? We have it diſcovered and con- 
firmed to us by Revelation that it is not our 
Perſonal, but an Imputed Righteouſneſs that 
conſtitutes us Righteous in the Eſteem of Hea- 
ven ; and can we think our ſelves obliged to be- 
lieve it or not? There is ſufficient Evidence from 
the Scriptures that ſupernatural Strength is re- 
quired to Converſion; and can we then excuſe 
our ſelves from giving Credit to this Truth? No 
certainly. oY „ 
© If we eſpecially, who are Divines, ſhall a& 
otherwiſe, we ſhall be found to be Diſſemblers 
and Deceivers, and we ſhall fink our own Credit, 
a5 well as that of the Chriſtian Religion. We 
ſhall turn moral Philoſophers, inſtead of Evan- 
gelical Preachers; and nothing but Natural Reli- 
gion will go down with us. We ſhall go no fur- 
ther than the Heathen Ethick will permit us , 
and it 1s to be fear'd that the next Age will ſcarce- 
ly tell what Chriftianity is. You ſee then there 


might fully repreſent. unto you the Danger of 


nity. This is that which hath half ruined us; 
* and if it proceeds, will perfectly undo us. ------ 
© Thirdly then, It is to be feared that the Change 
of our Principles will be inſtrumental to the In- 
' troducing * Trreligion and Atheiſm. For what 
will Me t to think when they ſee the great 
Points of Chrifionity alter'd? When they take 
Notice that Juſtification by Faith alone was a 
e found Doctrine at the Reformation, and a long 
Time after that, but is not fo now? That Eter- 
. nal Election, without the Conſideration of Faith 

2 5 


was Reaſon to enlarge upon this Head, that I 


revolting from any of the Principles of Cbriſtia- 
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land, but are preached and written againſt h 


1 
'* or Works, was reckon'd an Apoſtolical Trut 
© heretofore, but is now laid aſide; and that th 
* reſt of the Doctrines above- ſpecify d were re 
* ceiv'd by all the Divines of the Church of Eu 


* ſome of them now? I ask You ſeriouſly, wha 
© think You will be the Reſult of this? Are Yo 
not ſenſible that by this ſhameful Defection the 
Name of God and Religion will bediſhonour'd, ani 
Religion will be thought to hang upon the Time, 
and to be a precarious and mutable Thing? 
If we change our Doctrines in the Time to com: 
* proportionably to the Change we have made i 
* ſo ſhort a Time already, we ſhall ſoon caſhie 
* all our Religion, and turn Cbriſtianity out of 
Doors. And who will pay Reſpect to our Reli 
gion, when they ſee that ſome of the Preacher, 
* of this Age are the great Inſtruments in this Ca- 
* taſtrophe, and therein forget the Deſign of thei 
* Miniſtry, diſregard the Intereſt and Honour of 
* Chri/iiamty, diſparage their High Calling and 
* Profeſſion, betray the Truth, prevaricate with 
* the Goſpel, and give Men Occafion to ſuſped 
* that whilſt they caſt off theſe Articles of Reli. 
gion, their real Intention is to. reject all of that 
* Name? Thus Infidelityand Atheiſm are promoted 
And ſo Fourthly is Diſſolute Living: For 
* what ſhakes the very Foundations of the Chril- 
* tian Faith, and undermines the Ground-work of 
* Chriſtianity (as the Doctrines oppoſite to thoſe 
which have been vindicated, certainly do) mull 
needs corrupt our Morals, ----- Not that I would 
ſuggeſt that Every One muſt be charged with 
vicious Life, if he diſſents from theſe Doctrine; 
for I am ſenfible that Men do not live and ad 
h 0 Ac- 
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uu according to their Principles; and ſometimes 
ti even good Principles are not efficacious on the 
re Practice of thoſe that entertain them. But gene- 

rally it is otherwiſe ; and the Notions and Sen- 
bil: timents in Divinity which Perſons are furniſhed 
ha with, do operate on their Lives and Actions. 
ole They are Evangelical Truths that muſt make 


Evangelical Lives. When the former decline, 
the latter do ſo of Courſe. 5 Ie 


© There is too plain an Experiment of this a- 


mongſt us; the Growth of Vice hath been pro- 
portionable to the Decay of our Principles. It 
was obſerved by a hearty Friend and Lover of 
the Church of England, ſpeaking of the Times 
preceding the late Civil War, that * They who 
did recede from their former Principles and 
Greunds of Doctrine to join with the Arminian 
Faction, became for the moſt part more looſe in 
their Lives, and diſſolute in their Manners than 
before, confuting and deſtroying their newly re- 
ceived Opinion of Free Will by the licentious Cour- 
ſes of their Converſation, which they aſſerted by 
Argument and oy of Reaſon againſt tbem 
who 175 ed the ſame; lite Men deſtitute of Grace, 
which they endeavour to weaken in the Force and 
Operation thereof upon the Soul of a Sinner. 
And the like Remark we may make of the Times 
after the Reſtoration, when the Arminian Syſtem 
of Divinity took Place again, we may obſerve 
that a looſe and profane Way of Living came 
much in Faſhion. Mens Manners and Actions 
have been careleſs and diſorderly ſince theſe 
Principles have had Footing among us. Now 
think, the Dr. has open'd a very dark, and diſ- 


" England's Faithful Reprover, p. 13g. | 
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5 La ; 
mal Scene; I pray God, that the Clergy may 
look cloſely i into it. ? 
Min. 1 muft confeſs what be ſays i 15 very cutting 
be rs very ſmart upon us indeed. ; 
Di. So he is, but I know what he ſays is tor 
true; for I have cloſely look'd into theſe Things 
and find them ſo to my great Grief ; and I greath 
long ta ſee the Clergy come to the good old Doc 
trines again. I ſhould never have meddled with 
theſe Matters, had I not ſeen the great Neceſſity 
of diſperſing theſe Doctrines among the Peopl: 
of theſe Nations. The Dr. goes on, and fays 
* And Fir, It is requiſite that You be through 
© ly ſenſible and apprehenſive of this great Diſor: 
. er and Miſchief which I have been ſpeakin 
* of. This firange Mefamorphofis is not negligent) 
to be paſſed by. Such a manifeſt Change in Re. 
LH iges Sentiments as there is, cannot but affed 
* all ſober Minds. It is Occaſion of juſt Grief t 
*. conſider what Principles of Chriſtianity wen 
© heretofore received, and how they are caſt away 
now. We may bemoan our ſelves as the Churd 
of Jeruſalem did her Condition of Old, The fi 
Cold is changed, and the Silver is become Dreſs 
There hath ſprung up a New Generation whic 
takes no Notice of what precious Doctrines the 
© Fathers embraced, and what valuable Truth 
©-were maintained und aſſerted by the Preache! 
of thoſe Times, namely, from the happy Refi 
ation till a long Time after. But inſtead d . 
1. « thoſe they have introduced others of a baſe Alla. 
Rut certainly it doth concern us to obſerve ti. 
and to mind the remarkable Change that hail 
been made in the Writings and Sermons of ou 


Preacher, Part 2. p. 128. 129, 130. 
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[53] 
late Divines, eſpecially in theſe laſt forty Years: 
a And then we ſhall with unſpeakable Regret take 
Notice how our Church is forſaken by her own 
Children, and we ſhall have occaſion to make 
« uſe of the Words of the Prophet Haggai, Who 
woo « 7s left among you that ſaw this Houſe in her firſt 
5 © Glory, and how do you ſee it now? Is not this Houſe 
ay. , your Eyes, in compariſon of it, as nothing? And 
there will be Room for this Lamentation, © Who 
da i; there amongſt you that hath taken a Survey of 
ny. {be Houſe of God as it was in the Days of the Bleſ- 


Pl fed Apoſtles of Feſus Chrift ? Who is there among /t 
x « you that hath ſeen and conſidered this Holy Temple 


In. ber firſt Glory? And how ds you ſee it now ? 
« Is it not in compariſon of the other, almoſt as no- 
© thing ? When ye look upon them that have under- 
talen the Charge of your Souls, and know how far 
© theſe are for the moſt part grown out of kind, how 
fer there be that tread the Steps of their Ancient 
1 ye are eaſily fill d with Indignation, 
WW fly drawn unto theſe Complaints wherein the 
Difference of preſent from former Times is be- 
WW wailed, eafily perſwaded to think of them that lived 
bo enjoy the Days that now are gone. Surely they 
vere happy in compariſon of us that have ſucceeded 
© them. Were not their Biſhops Men Unreproveable, 
* Wiſe, Righteous, Holy, Temperate, Well-reported- 
© of, even of thoſe who were without? Were not their 
"WW Paſtors, Guides, and Teachers able and willing to 
exhort with wholeſome Doctrine, and to reprove 

We thoſe which gain-ſaid the Truth?” Andina 
more ſevere Manner * Mr. Her goes on, for 
1 they are his Words, tho' I believe the Reader 
did not in the leaſt imagine they were. That 
* His ſecond Sermon on part of St. Jude's Epiſtle, 
5 mild 


— 8 2 2 — ps - 4 — * — - — E 0 - — 63 5 — — — * = 7 —— — — — — 7 7 — — 2 es, — 8 —_—— — — 12 — = — 
= . 2 = = — . * ” 2», 1 p bg . 8 g ” * , . — — - = — - — 
TT r c rr” 4.2. A : FI — „ 
KS 2 £ Y "2 = 5 = as 2. 5 — 2 — 22 — A - 
2 — — — _ —— wes — . — = - 8 Ls 2 n 2 + 4 1 A. - bs ” * © POR . 05 = — V- - A I - * 5 "of = — ys 
6 * . 8 * E * = LC : 82. 12 — 2529 — 22 — — h . 2 4% . — 2 9 — — N - 7 - 
, e 4 gue" = 7 - > we +. * fl ” S--2 = M7 A g =D. ” = Sw. * 


— 
— 
2 — 


—— 


* 
o 22 
NA 


”—- 

- =_ — 2 
———— 
2 2— 


— — — 2 
— > 
WS . 

cas — 


: — 


— —— — * — 
cs” = = 2 9 


— — 


— — 


a. 
- X” 


c 


c 


. 
a 


c 


.C 


5 


A 


5 


4 


c 


. 


[4 


* 


c 


N 


54.1 

mild and peaceable Man thus bewail d the de. 
generate State of his Times. 
* But we have much more Reaſon to bewail 
that of Ours, and to lay to Heart the ſhameful 
Apoſtacy of ſome of our Clergy from the Doc- 
trines of their Predeceſſors, which were alſo the 
Doctrines of the holy Apoſtles and primitive 
Saints. We may upbraid ſome of our Teachers 
© themſelves, as the Apoſtle does ſome of the He. 
brew Chriſtians, that they have need that one 
teach them again which be the firſt Principles of 
the Oraclcs of God. In brief, he that behold; 
our Divinity in its modern Dreſs, cannot but 
be offended at its ſtrange Transformation; 
ſtrange that it gives Occaſion for the Wit and 
Satyr, the Banter and Railery of Atheiſtical Spi- 
rits. The leaſt Thing we can do is to be Sen- 
ble of this, and to lament it. 
* Secondly, Be perſwaded my Brethren, of the 

Neceility "of preaching theſe Doctrines, which 
bs we been rejected by ſo many. * There are 
| thoſe that look upon theſe Doctrines as wholly 
Tndiffrrent, and therefore adviſe that nothing 
ſhould be faid of them in the Pulpit. But theſe 
Men that talk thus, have either read the Scrip- 
ture, or they have not: if they have not, it is to 
be preſumed that they have little regard to thoſe 

acred Writings, and look upon 7hem as indiffe- 
rent, as well as theſe Points; and perhaps they 
reckon all as ſuch. --------- 
*+ There are Others of our Order that refuſe to 
diſcourſe to the People on any of theſe Points, 
becauſe they 8 ſome D, i/iculty with them, 
and they pretend that they are loth to perplex 


" Preacicr, Part 2, p. 134+ T Ioid. p. 135. 1 the 
| | | their 


A 5s ] 
I cheir Hearers Minds. But this is a mere Pre- 
vail ¶ tence; for on the ſame Account ſome of the Ar- 
ful WM ticles of our Religion, which they themſelves 
oc- i own neceflary to be taught, are to be laid aſide ; 
the as the Doctrine of the Trinity, the Incarnation 
we f the Son of God, &c. Therefore it is cvident 
ers WW that the Eternal Decrees, and the other Truths 
e.: ſo often mentioned ought to be preached, tho 
oe WF they be difficult. This muſt not deter us from 
delivering what is Truth, and what is adjuſted 
ds to the Word of God. -------- _ | 
ut W © * Thirdly, You remember that it is the End 
ſo and Deſign of our Preaching to Edify. And 
nd WF this is it which I defire you to think of ſeriouſly. 
bi- The Apoſtle tells us, that He that prophefieth 
u. (i. e. he that preacheth ) ſpeaks to Men ts Edi- 
| fication, 1 Cor. 14. 3. And we are informed by 
he the ſame Apoſtle, that Paſtors and Teachers were 
given for the edifying of the Body of Chriſt, Eph. 
4. II. As we mult build up ourſelves (Jude 20.) 
© ſo it is the End of the Miniſtry fo build up Men 
in their moſt holy Faith. And they muſt be 5:/f 
* on the Foundation of the Apoſtles and Prophets, 
' Feſus Chriſt himſelf being the chief Corner-ſtone, 
* Eph. 2. 20. Whence we may ſoon put an End 
to the Controverſy about Edify:ng or Profiting 
' by Preaching, which hath been much debated of 
late; we may eaſily know what Preachers ed:- 
* fy moſt, for tis but asking the Queſtion, whe- 
ther they huild up Men in their moſt holy Faith; 
whether the Building be upon the Apoſtolical 
Foundation, to which Chriſt the Head-ſtone be- 
' longs; whether they preach ſuch Doctrines as 
' advance the Knowledge and Belief of the im- 
; * Preacher, Part II. 108. to 147 


portant 


8 in Divine Truth. This is the firſt Thing t 


Power of his Will 8 Can You Profit by tha 


are told that God's chooſing of Perſons to Lif 


are told that Chriſt's Righteouſneſs | is no more 


e 
; portant Traths of the Goſpel. and Growth; 
© all Divine Graces. One of the Biſhops of 0 


Church tells us, that * Sermon is then Profital 
chen it informs the Mind and Fudg ment arig 


be — 


| 


© Quilite to a profitable and edifying Sermon. An 
* conſequently 'tis impoſlible to edify by a Preache 
who forſakes the old Doctrines of Ctr:ftaniy 
and affects New Schemes and Models of it, u 
* known to the Penmen of the Scripture. 
appeal to thoſe that are judicious Hearen 
is he a Profitable Preacher that would have Yo 
© believe that thoſe who are in a State of Grac 
and by Adoption are made the Sons of God, ye 
may ſo apoſtatize as to be the Children of th 
Devil? No You call him an Edifying Preacher 
© who labours to per ſwade You that the Almighy 
* Power of God is not exerciſed in the Conve:. 
* Fon of Sinners, but every Man hath a Free Wil 
* and Power to repent and believe ; and that hi 
© Converſion is owing to the Self-determininy 
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Preacher who tells You that Concupiſcence, o 
© the Inclination to Sin is not Faulty and Crimi 
© nal, and that Undue Luſts and Deſires are 10 
; Sin? Are You built up in the Faith when You 


© and Salvation depends upon the Foreſight d 
their Obedience and good Works; when You 
* are told that good Works are an Ingredient i 
your Juſtification, as well as Faith; when You 
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k imputed to us than our Sins are to him, that 5; 
not at all; when You are told that Chriſt hath 


* Bp Fatrick's Diicourſe of Profiting by Sermons. 
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1 
* a Ranſom for every individual Perſon in 
the World in Order to their Salvation, and yet 
it is poſſible, by reaſon of Man's Free Will and 
Choice, that not one of them ſhall be faved ; 
when You are told that tho' God's fpecial Grace 
be Omnipotent, and is accompanied with a rea! 
and. fincere Intention to-convert Perſons, yet it 
may be reſiſted and defeated ? This is not þ171d- 
ing up, but pulling down; this is not rearing 
the Walls of the ſpiritual Edifice, but it is ra- 
zing the very Foundations of it. Therefore 1 


fay to You; my Brethren, be deſirous to teach 


theſe, and all other Doctrines that are Zdify:ng. 
And 'it ſhould be very plealing to You to ob- 
ſerve, that your People value and eſtcem ſuch 
Preacking, and they have a Deſire and Longing 
after it: For this certainly is one comfortable 
sign and Evidence of their being regenerated, 
and renewed by the Holy Ghoſt. 

Foarthly, By way of further Inference, ſeeing 
it hath been made evident in ſome of the fore- 
going Particulars that the Over-valuing of Rca- 
/or, and the little Deference given to the Scrip- 
tures are great Cauſes of the preſent Corruption 
of Doctrines in this Age, it follows that You 
ſhould not, and my earneſt Requeſt to You is, 
that You weld not over-magnity Humane Rog 


en, that You would ſet a very high Value on 


the Sc; iptures. Firſt, be prevailed with not to 
over-magnify and extol Humane Reaſon, Make 
not this an Umpire in ſuper-natural Things; 
do not preſume to concert and adjuſt divine Mat- 
ters by this. In judging concerning theſe there 
is no Occaſion fer the Quirks and Subtilties of 
Logick, T he Articles we treat of are not fetch'd 
. | , * trom 


58 | 
from Philoſophy, or from Humane Authori | 
or from the common Notions and Maxims 
Mankind; wherefore let us not renounce th 
Poctrines of Chriſtianity becauſe they interſeſ 
© with theſe. Let us not turn Infidels, that we mi 
: be thought to be Men of Reaſon. Yea, let i 
remember this, that they who talk moſt of the 
© Reaſon, and value themſelves upon it, have if 
* greater Share in it than the reſt of their Neigil 
* bours. The Oppoſers of the foreſaid Doctrinlf 
have not true Reaſon on their Side, but are bo 
© and confident, and aſſume to themſelves th 
Name of Rea/oners, whilſt they deal rather 
- plauſible Harangues, than well-grounded Ari 
ments. A Man of truly-rational, and wi 
Thoughts will conſider that God and his Way 
© are infinitely above the ſhallow Apprehenfia 
* of mortal Men; that the natural Wiſdom 
Man cannot reach theſe divine Secrets, becal 
they depend wholly on God's Sovereign Wi 
© and Pleaſure ; that Reaſon cannot diſcover 
« ſelf more than in ſubmitting to Things abo 
* Reafon; in brief, that Reaſon ought to do Obe 
* ſance to Faith, and the Wit of Man ſtoop! 
the Wiſdom of God revealed in the Holy Sen 
* FUres 
And that is the other Thing which I heart 
recommend to You, highly prize the Sacr 
* Writings, and be directed by them; and the 
© You will value theſe Doctrines which have the 
Foundation in this Inſpired Volume. Beca 
* Reaſon is ſhort and deficient, we have the Sciſ 
« tures given us to ſupply that Defect ; and th 
* will ſupply it effectually, if we impartially c0 
' ſult them. In Order to our ſucceſsful __ 
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9] _ 
*.ufe of them, we ought to remember this, that 
the Deſign of the Holy Scriptures is to depreſs 
the Power of Man, and to advance the Divine 
Grace, and the Abſoluteneſs and Uncontroula- 
' bleneſs of God's ſovereign Will. I appeal to 
any One that hath ſeriouſly read the Bible over, 
' eſpecially the New Teſtament, whether the 
' whole Strain and Tenor of it do not tend to 
this. And now this Key will happily open, 
and let You into all the Secrets and Myſteries 
' of the Bible, that have any Reference to the 
Salvation of Mankind; or the Manner and 
Means of it. You will find the Truth and 
© Benefit of what I ſay: You will in a ſhort time 
be convinced that the Doctrines of the Goſpel 
are ſo framed that they directly contribute to 
MW © Humility and Self-denial, and to the exaltin 
* of God's Greatneſs and Sovereignty. '* The 
Dr. goes on, and ſays, 

© * One of the Ancients ſpeaks admirably to 
this Purpoſe : + We may not, faith he, ra Fro 
any Deftrine of our own Heads, nor admit of 
* ſuch that any others have brought in of their own 
* Heads. We bave the Apoſtles of our Lord for our 
Authors, who choſe nothing of their own Heads, 
' to impoſe upon us; but faithfully deliver'd that 
Doctrine which they bad recetved of Chriſt. There- 
* fore if an Angel from Heaven ſhould preach any 
* other Goſpel," he is to be accurſed by us. So this 

® Preacher, Part IL m,, 8 

＋ Nobis nihil licet ex noſtro arbitrio indulgere, ſed nec eligert 
quod aliquis de arbitrio ſuo induxerit. Apoſtolos Domini kabemus 
Autores, qui nec ipſi quicquam de ſuo arbitrio, quod inducerent, 
elege. unt; ted acceptum à Chriſto diſciplinam fideliter nationibus 


aſignarunt. Itaq; fi Angelos de Calo aliter evangelizaverit, ana- 
thema diceretur à nobis. Tertul. de Præſeript. Haretie. 


* Learned 
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/> TO F ather. And there is good Ground fo 

; what he faith, for what is to be preached to 

Mankind i is not founded on the fallible Reaſon 

of Men, but on the divine Teſtimony which 

. cannot fall us. If You turn over, and diligent- 

y peruſe the Writings of the moſt renowned 

| Moraliſts, You will not find a Syllable of i 

there. You hear nothing like this from Socra- 

>a or Plato, from Ariſtotle or Zeno, from 4: 

us or Seneca; no, nor from Confuſus. None 

* of the Philoſophical or Witty Men have diſco. 

ver d theſe Things to us. No: It is JESU 

| * alway our Inſtructor; and therefore your 

Eſteem for theſe Doctrines ſhould be very fin- 

17 < gular,” and your Care to retain chem ſhould be 
very great. 

And. as to thoſe particular Dodrie Which! 
© have recommended, I humbly beg of my Bre. 
* thren that they would judge of them according 
to Scripture. And of every One of my Reader 
I requeſt this, Favour, that they would be pler- 

* ſed to comply with my Deſire, ſo far as brief 

* to ſet down in Writing theſe five Doctrines, and 
lay them before them. and then take the Ah. 

* ftolical Epiſtles into their Hands; and, having 
© firſt put up their Prayers to God to enlighten 
their Minds, and give a right Underſtanding al 
© theſe divine Things, begin to read them with 
© Attentiveneſs and Seriouſneſs. And before they 
have gone thro' the firſt Epiſtle, namely, thi 
to the Romans, J queſtion not but they will find 
* all theſe Dori ines plainly aſſerted. And kt 

© them then proceed to the other Epiſtles, and at 
© tend to the Doctrinal Part of them, and they 


will acknowledge that nothing 1 is more plain and 
© eh 
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evident there. I importunately entreat the Rea- 
der to make this Experiment, and I doubt not 
of the Succeſs by the divine Goodneſs. 

In the Fifth Place, Let me beg of You, my 
Brethren, to bear it in your Minds that theſe are 
the Faith and Doctrine of the Church of Eng- 
land, And this Conſideration, I hope, will pre- 
vail with You, tho' none of the reſt ſhould. The 
Doctrines of the Decrees, of Original Sin, of 
Tuſtification by Faith alone, of the Inputation 
of Chrijt's Righteouſneſs, of the Neceſſity of ſuper- 
natural Grace, are plainly delivered in the A.- 
ticles, Liturgy, and Homilies of our Church, and 


in the Writings of her Biſhops and moſt Emi- 
nent Church- men, and heretofore of her whole 


Clergy. It is not the Church of England, but 
only a Party of Men ( unhappily the greateſt 
Part) that eſpouſes the contrary Doctrines; and 
vet as the Jews of Old cried The Temple, the 
Temple ; fo theſe Men talk of the Church, the 
Church of England, tho' at the ſame time they 
vilify her Doctrines. Theſe Perſons ſhould be 
reminded that to be of the Church of England, 
i; not only to obſerve her Rites and Diſcipline, 
but to own her Articles. It is not ſufficient 
that they are liberal and free in their Profeſſi- 
ons of honouring our Church, if they forget 
to give Proof of the Reality of it by aſſerting 
her Pure Doctrines. What is the meaning of 
this, to ſtile our ſelves Sens of the Church of 
England, and yet to diſown ot Mother ſpeak- 
ing in the Articles and Homilies, and to ſlight 
and diſhonour our Arch-biſhops and Biſhops, 
and the reſt of the Clergy, who faithfully 
adhered to her Principles? It is an unſuffera- 
1 e * ble 


621 
ble Boldneſs to uſurp the Name of Churchme 
IN * yea, and to permit none to bear that Name bu 

themſelves, and yet at the ſame time to lin 
vin an open Deteſtation of ſome of the Doctrin 
© of the Church, This is to abuſe the beft Churd 
in the World, and to ſhape it into what Forn 
* they fancy moſt. Thoſe Men frame a Church 
* out of their own Conceits, and then tell us that 
© it is the Church of England. And if you will ng 
gold as they hold, you are no Sons of the Churcd 
A moſt groſs and unpardonable Affront to He: 
And thoſe good Prelates, who laid their Handso 
* theſe Men, may for ever repent of that Impoſ 

, tion. Now You have heard what one of th 

oreateſt of your Divines has ſaid ; what do Ya 
think of it ? Pray be ſincere in what You ſay. 

Min. Imuſt be plain, I am ſo be at whi 
he ſays, that 1 ſhall not recover myſelf for a gu 
While ; but yet I have ſomething of an Inclinaii 
to hear the laſt Charge of our Deſgns of going ov 
in a great Part to the Church of Rome. 

Dif]. 1 am glad there is ſomething ſticks t 
You.of what this Great Man of God has ſaid" 
I hope, You will be ſo fully convinced, as! 
preach up, and maintain theſe good old Dodtrin 
of the Orthodox Church of England. 

Min. IT am but One, and was J io be fingular, 
ſhould then be e by my Brethren for a ſ# I 
conccited Man; and if my People get it by the E 7 
they will treat me with the utmoſt Contempt. | 7 

Di. 1 ſee where the Matter ſticks: I fear ! 
love the Praiſe of Men more than You deſire | - 
advance the Glory of God; for this ſeems u 7 
the greateſt Obſtacle in your Way: And I fea 


Is ſo with hundreds more in your Church, and 
0 
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ver the Earth, where the Love of this World has 
aten deep Root in the Hearts of Teachers; for 
ey are preaching up that Doctrine which ſuits 
e Taſte of great Men in Church and State, from 
rin/hom they expect Applauſe and Preferment : 
ur hich exactly agrees with the Sentiments of a 
ornWreat modern Divine, who ſays, We of the Calvi- 
urWiſtical Opinion are ready to compare Notes and 


thalfVumber <o:th them; and makes this juſt Remark, 
1 noftat the Doctrine of Grace hath never run among 
reales and Debauchees ; whereas it is well known 
Her: oppo/ite to it has been, and is embraced by ſuch. 
dsa Now. what do You think of this Matter? 

poli Min. I muſt confeſs we can fee but little Effect 


rong us, notwithſtanding moſt. of our Sermons are 
Exbortations; but we cannot help that: We ſee by 
wful Experience, that the Sabbath-day was never 
much profaned as now ; nor did Swearing, and 
al other Vices ever reign with greater Boldneſs : 
a think they are worſe and wore. a 

Diiſſ. J muſt be plain with You, as I have been 
ll along: Your Exhortations come but to little 
Effect, nor ever will till God of his great Mercy, 
and Free Grace, works a ſaving Change in their 
as Fiſcarts; This brings to my Mind ſome Verſes of 
n Elegy upon an Excellent Divine, ſetting forth 
he Doctrine he preach'd: 


Nor would He ſet dead Sinners to a Task, 


Dey had no Strength to do, nor Skill to ask ; 
Bat bid them lie at Wiſdom's Gates till they 

Had God the Spirit to direct their Way; 

ire And told tbem tavas no Error, but 'was Fact, 

WM That Men muſt be alive before they act. 

feat 8 5 - 

nd 2 1 What 


. 
What I bring this for is to ſhew You, that ex 
cept the Work of Regeneration goes on among 
You there will no great Good be done. 
Min. Ds are very tart upon us, but J dejin 
Nu would fhow one Thing before we part; an 
that is how we of the Clergy came to barter our dl 
Orthodox Principles for thoſe of Arminianiſm. 
Dif/.*] will be as good as my Word, but pri 
adhere to it very cloſely ; for it opens ſuch a dar) 
Scene, that it would make my Ears to tingle, ant 
Heart to ach, was I one of the Arminiax Clerg 
and made truly ſenfible of fo great a Revolt, an 
yet a Subſcriber to thoſe very Articles that ar 
truly Catuinifticat > And therefore pray obſery 
what the Dr. fays on this Subject as follows. 
* * I know there is a great Cry among fo 
© Menof late that the Church is in Danger, th: 
* it is Falling, that its Ruin and Deſtruction « 
* afproaching. And I ſay ſo too, but not as thel 
Men underſtand it: My Meaning is that o. 
Church is in great Jeo ardy by Reaſon of tl 
late Degeneracy of her 2 The Orth © 
* dox Faith of the Church of England is di 
c 


relithed, its legally eftablifh'd Articles are vil 

fied. But thoſe very Men that make that Outct 
about the Church's Falling, are the Authors 
* this Rejectien and this Difregard. They are t 
Men that renounce the Articles and Determind * ' 
tions of our Church, and thereby ſhe is app: 15 
* rently endanger'd, and her Ruine ſeems not I . 
© be far off. But in the Senſe that they mea | 
* It (zf they have any Senſe) it is a falſe Alar 
and a groundlefs Fear, and the Danger whig . 
they talk of is Imaginary. TOY 
© But if they be heartily and ſincerely deſiro 

Preacher, Part IT p. 155. &c. th 
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tat the c of Encland ſhould be whos 
care of, and that its Downfal ſhould be 


vented (which i is the Wiſh and Prayer o all 


Govd and Wiſe Men) then they ſhould be ſolli- 
citous that Care may be taken that the Gover- 
nours and Rulers of the Church diſcharge their 


Office Faithfully, that they ſpend their Reve- 


nues in that Way that is Honourable and Cha- 
ritable, and ſerviceable to the Church; that they 


oe not tainted with Nepotiſm, or with Simony : 


that their Officers and Servants do not ſqueeze 
and oppreſs the Pcor Clergy, and that they do 


not bear themſelves ſuperciliouſly or irreverent- 
ly towards the reſt : That they ſhew their Diſ- 


like of Pluraliſts and Non 3 That they 


advance not thoſe to the Miniſtry who are 
Strangers to true Religion, and the Deſign of 


Cbriſtianity. To take Care of the Church is not 
only to look after and ſecure the Glebe and the 
Tithes, the Profits and Revenues, which is ne- 
ceſſary to be done, but to ſee the Clergy preach 
Sound Doctrine, and lead Holy Lives: To fee 
that ff Labourers be placed in the Lord's Vine- 
hard, and that they behave themſelves as the 


E Embaſiaders of Chrijt: To fee that Godly Diſ- 


cipline be reſtored, and Profaneneſs and Im- 
piety ſeverely check d: To ſee that the Worſhip 
of God be maintain'd in its Purity: To ſee 


chat the Sacraments be reverendly adminiſtred, 
5 „chat none be admitted to the Lord's Supper but 


ſuch whoſe Lives and Converſations declare their 
Fitneſs. 

This is to take Care of the Church, this is ; to 
fcure it from Falling, this is to ſtudy i its Wel- 


there and Happineſs, All beſides this, which is 


X 2 . 
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talk'd of with a /oud. Cry for the Church ; 
England, is meer Noiſe and Babble. And wh 
would liſten to thoſe who talk ſo loud of the 
Languiſhing and even Dying Condition of the 
Church of England, merely becauſe the Quee 
will not knock all the Diflenters on the Head 
and becaufe ſome of the Biſhops were not ſatiſ 
fied about the paſſing the Bill againſt Occafion 
Conformity in the late JunEure ? This Clamoi 
is made w/e of only as a Blind, whilſt anothe 
Deſign is carried on, which is really to deſtro 
the Church of England, and the Proteſtant Re 
ligion. For this we muſt conclude upon, o 
deliberate Thoughts, that the Church of En 
land is not capable of being ſupported but i 
that Way which I have briefly mentionec 
| Thoſe that talk of ſetting up the Church by an 
other Methods, are the Perſons that will rune i 
They may beſtow upon themſelves the Title o 
Churchmen, but that doth not render their Ca 
the better. There were Hereticks that call 
themſelves Apoſtolichs. And none make greate 
Cry for the Church than the Romaniſts. The 
Men will erect the Church as thoſe that preteni 
to build the Temple with Nehemiah, and tool 
it very ill that he would not admit of then 
whoſe Deſign was yet to Hinder and obſtruct th 
rearing of that Building. Theſe are for t 
Church as the Fewiſh Zealots afterwards wel 
for theirs, and ſtikled very warmely for it, an 
yet they were the Men (as the Jeiſb HiltWj 
rian acquaints us) that procured its Deſtructio 
One that wore a Miter, and is own'd by 
the Learned World to have deſerved it, w 
+ Epiphas. adv. Here. I. 2, Tom; 1. IF 

. « plealg 
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pleaſed to ſay on ſuch an Occaſion as this. 
If Phaetons drive the Chariot of the Sun, the 


Church whoſe Brains like the Unicorns, run out 
into the Length of the Horn, - ſuch who have more 
Fury than Zeal, and yet more Zeal than Know- 
ge or Moderation. It is for the Safety and 
Intereſt of our Church to underſtand the Aim 
of theſe Men, and to remember that it was the 
attempting to ſet the Church (as well as the 
vate) too high, that was the Cauſe of its Fall 
n King Charles the Firſt's Reign. It cannot 
be denied that they were Churchmen and Con- 
ormi/ts that helped to pull it down, when they 
Wow that it exalted it ſelf too furiouſſy, and 
began to make ſome Approaches to High 
lburch, that upon the Seven Hills. And this 
reminds me of the next Particular which I am 
Yo commend to the ſerious Conſideration of my 

brethren. 5 „ | 
' S7xthl;, Let it be thought of that by the diſ- 
Wwning thoſe Doctrines which I have ſo often 
recited, we not only abandon our Own Church, 
but we go over in part to that of Rome; or at 
eaſt, we ſhew our Inclination and Good 
Will to that Church. I touched upon this 
efore, in my Preface to the former Part of 
te Preacher, but now I will enlarge upon it. 
e muſt know then that there was for many 


, ancars a Deſign carried on to make an Altera- 
Ii in in the Religion profeſs'd in Eng/and, and 
10 change our Proteſtant Principles into thoſe 


Rome. However the two Princes were in- 
ined of themſelves (which I ſhall not now 


WM *illingfleet's Irenicum, Part 1. Chap. 2. 
3 | * debate) 


World will be ſoon on Fire. IT mean thoſe in the 
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that the Chief Miniſter, who was permitte 


© have given him this Character unleſs he | 
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debate) it is certain that they were Influen 
* by thoſe who were not ſo well affected to i 
* Proteflant Cauſe as they ought to have bee; 
And the latter of them was in danger of receifffl 
ing the peraicious Tincture from her who | 
in his Boſom. Ia his Reign it is too manik 


to act in the Affairs of the Ghurch (not to f 
* of the State) without control, gave evid: 
* figns of his Inclination to the S er ſtiticus « 
* Corrupt Doctrines of Rome. * He very mu 
and often oppoſed the Pope's — called Au 
christ, and was very angry with thoſe that appli 
that Epithet to him. But he was pleaſed to a 
* cept himſelf of that Pontif's Titles, for the {a 
Author tells us, that the Univerſity of Oxford 
* many Letters and Addreſſes to him called hi 
His Holineſs, and Moſt Holy Father. 
What can hinder us from giving Credit 
* what the Pious Biſhop Hall faith of him, D 
* tad. 3. Epiſt. 5. wherein he expoſtulates wi 
him tor his Unjertleaneſs in Religion, and tel 
him that ro Day he 75 in the Tents of the Rom 
* niſts, To morrow in Ours, the next Day betut 
* both, againſt both; and a great deal more 
free and plain Language there is there tot 
* ſame Purpoſe. Nor can we think that ſo Mi 
* and Charitable Man as Biſhop H/ was, wou 


ay OO. Fwy = — CO — — — 22 . 
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ry 


* deſerved it. „ 5 
Alfter the Teſtimony of one of his own Ord 
I might produce what { a Foreign Hiſtor 


— 
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Dr. Heylins Life of Archbiſhop Laud, Boot: 4. page 306, 


406. B. 4. p. 316. | | 
1 Hiftoire du Regne de Louis 13. par Mic. le. Vaſſor. 
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faith of him, that net content to repair @ dif- 
figured Image of Chriſt Crucißed, be erdered to 
Ie painted freſh that of God the Father, in the 
abe of an Old Man. And other Things are 

mentioned by him which argue that Prelate's 
Good Will to Rome. 1 
What King James, who had a very great 
Inſight into Men, thought of him betimes, we 
may gather from what he ſaid when ſome ſol- 
licited him to beſtow the Biſhoprick of St. Da- 
vid's on him, + [1 keep Laud back, faith he, 
from all Places of Rule and Authority, becauſe 
WI find be hath a reſtleſs Spirit, and cannot ſee 
oben Matters are well, but loves to tofs and 
change, to bring Things to a Pitch of Reforma- 
in floating in his Brain.] And it appear'd 
afterward what that Reformation was which he 
was then contriving, namely, a new Modeling 
the Church of England, and accommodating it 
to that of Rome. In my Judgment there is 
enough in Dr. Heylin's Account of this 4rch- 


; biſtop's Life to prove him ate to e 


ry, tho' that Writer defigned tò elear him of it. 
But an irspartial Eye may plainly perceive that 
there are many Inſtances mentioned by him 
and he was not only the Archbithop's Chaplain, 
„ Mi but his intimate Friend, and therefore was well 
zequainted with the Particulars he fets down) 
"wg are undeniable Proofs of his tendency to 
ome. 
0: he and his Friends did not really deſign to 
den bing in the Roman Religion, yet this muſt be 
Add that they did all they could to beget that 


| Men Hacket's Life of Archbiſhop William. Par. f. 
- Suſ- 


[70] 
© Suſpicion in the Minds of the People; for the 
© multiply'd Ceremonies, and were every Day aus 
* menting the outward Gaiety, Grandeur, an 
* Splendor of the Publick Worſhip, therein ini 
tating the Church of Rome, and (as they the 
* ſelves confeſs'd) endeavouring to gratify he 
Mr. Chillingworth, in his Preface to the Anthi 
of Charity maintain d, lets us know that th 
© Governors of the Church at that Time d 
more than formerly promote Ceremonies an 
* outward*State and Pomp in the Worſhip of G0 
* out of a Perſwaſicn and Deſire that Papiſts mij 
be den over tous the ſooner by the removing of th 
© Scandal out of the Way (that is, the too much þ 
© plicity in the publick Service of God mention 
before) and out of a holy Jealouſy that the weak 
© Sort of Proteſtants migbt be eaſier ſeduced to the 
* by the Magnificence and Pomp of their Chursl 
Service, in Caſe it (that is the foreſaid Sci 
dal) were not removed. Here we plainly { 
* what the Archbiſhop and his Party were drivin 
Nat, for Mr. Chillingworth knew very well 
© God-father's Mind, and here he is ſo honeſt 
* to tell it to the World. But he moſt ſham 
fully prevaricates when he ſuggeſts that the Ca 
* of the weaker Proteſtants was conſulted, a 
* that that was one Reaſon why the Governo 
* of the Church brought State and Pomp intot 
Divine Worſhip; as if, becauſe ſome ſilly ſupe 
© ſtitious People were taken with the Pop:/þ R 
and Ceremonies, this were a ſufficient Realc 
* for the Governors of the Church to fetch the 
in as faſt as they could. 
But Mr. Chillingworth, as conſcious of 


falſe Suggeſtion, ſoon quits this 1 ; 
| | 6 {tC 
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nicks to that which he had mentioned before; 
namely, the Deſign of wiuning the Papiſts over 
t1 us; and the Method that was taken in Order 
. Mio it was vehemently to urge the Ceremonies, and 
Mio add to them, inſtead of countenancing the 
plain and ſimple Way of worſhipping God; and 
they laid the great Streſs of Religion on the for- 
mer of theſe. In the next Paragraph but one he 
Wicknowledges that the Names of the Prieſts and 
Altars were reſumed, and more commonly uſed 
than of late for this very Reaſon, that or ſncon- 
ormity with the Church of Rome might not be 
objected to us. We ſee now to what End Con- 
omity was ſo earneſtly preſs'd in thoſe Days, 
namely, to make us of the Church of England 
conformable to Rome, This is is down-right 
Dealing, and plainly proves what I am offering; 
Wand ſo do many other Things which I will dow 
briefly recount. | „% 
nn this Archbiſhop's Eccleſiaſtical Reign the 
vn pits and Schools were taught to make a near 
Approach to the Raman Doctrines; and his Li- 
urgy which he ſent to Scotland ſmelt of the Ro- 
aan Service. © When he had the Aſcendant in 
the Church he made the Pre/s (as well as the 
Pulpits )-ſpeak favourably of theſe; for in thoſe 
Books which were brought to be licenſed, all 
faſſages that might be offenſive to the Papi/ts 
were expunged : But, thoſe Books that favoured 
the Popz/Þ Foints, yea, ſome that expreſly main- 
ained them were licenſed and authorized, and 
the Authors of thaſe Writings were encouraged 
nd preferred. The Re- eſtabliſhing of the Doc- 
tine of Praying for the Dead was endeavour 'd; 
ad many Church-men (as Dr. Heylin owns ” 
ED | 1 is 
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© Pope's Supremacy was dangerous, and ſomec 
© Doctrines which are Parts of the Roman! Wile 


| for. But it is rather to be thought, that this all © 


[72] 
© his Aae ion to Archbiſhop Laud's Lift 


: * held the Real and Corporal Preſence of the N; 
© tural Body of Chriſt in the Euchariſt, And if A 


ricular Confeſſion was approved of, and was 


© be brought into the Church, the fame Writ 


tells us that * If is ng more 0 what the Litun 
commends, and what the Canons have provi | 


the other Innovations were in Compliance wi 
Popery. And it was confeſs'd by themſelves thi * 


: Sports and Revels on the Lord's Day were e { 
* join'd on purpoſe to pleaſe the Papiſts, and g 
them to our Church. And in ſhort, out of thil 
implacable Hatred they had entertained agal of 
the Puritans, they reſolved and defign'd to brefff ® 
all their Power and Intereſt by ſtrengthning i ** 
Hands of the Roman Catholicks, and by bringi Ch 
in one Extream to expel another, as they 1 
kon'd it to be. t 
I do not ſay that there was a down- right! 
ſign to introduce All the Roman Religion; 4 pul 
at once. They were too wiſe to attempt t / 
( 


that which in Probability might bring in ors 
reigners to borrow their Biſhopricks of th?" 
and other Eccleſiaſtical Preferments: For lis. 
Pope would pretend to have theſe in his Diſp othe 
and would be deſirous that his Italians hd mad 
be ſerved firſt, as in the Days of Yere. Th ic 
fore my Lord Faullland ac rightly that the chu 

ops laboured to bring in an Engliſh, not @ Ro 2h 
1 They knew that the Doctrine off A 


ern 


biſho 
_ » Archbiſhop Laud's 1 5 B. 4 P-415-- hat 


ky nd 1 


E 29; | 


gion were not for their Turn, becauſe they are 
not well conſiſtent with the Eg/:/b Conſtitution 
and Monarchy, nor do they ſuit with their own 
Profit and Advantage; and therefore they were 
not for a Total Conformity with Rome, but ra- 
ther oppoſed itt. 

© This ſolves all that was ſaid and pleaded by the 
Archbiſhop concerning his hindring ſome Per- 
ſons from embracing the Roman Religion, and 


his reducing others, of which ſeveral Inſtances _ 


were produced by him at his Trial. 'This takes 
off that ſeeming and plauſible Objection which 
might be raiſed againſt what I have faid, for he 
was not eager of any Bodies going over to the 
Church of Rome till ſhe in ſome Part was come 
over to us, and the Terms on both Sides were 
kttled and adjuſted. 4 1 

And this gives an Account of this Prelate's 
publiſhing (after a long time) his Conference with 
Fiſher the Jeſuite, and writing againſt the Popiſh 
Doctrines. If we remember that the Learned 
Grotzus in his Book of Chriſt's Satisfaction runs 
counter to the Socinians, and yet afterwards in 
his Annotations on the Epiſtles favoured this and 
other Racovian Points; if we remember that he 
made ſhew of the Proteſtant Religion, and yet 


diſcovers himſelf tobe a Well-willer to the 


Church of Rome in his Di/cuffio Apolegetici Ri- 
detiani, where he openly profeſſes his Appro- 


lation of the Roman Religion, and propounds 


Terms of Reconciliation. I ſay, if we remember 
eſe Things, we ſhall not wonder at the Arch- 
ſhop's Conduct. He might at firſt be perſuaded 
hat ſome of the Popy/h Points were erroneous 
ad falſe, but perhaps this Perſuaſion laſted not 

32 — long 3 
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long; or he diſputed prb firms only. We klo 
that Mountague writ againſt ſone Things in P. 
Je. and yet his other Writings ſmelt ranklyc 
1 do not imagine that the Archbiſhop ar 
hi Partiſans approved of every Thing in the N 
man Church, and that they intended to fetch 
Papacy in the Lump and Gref,, but yet they we 
ſtrongly inclin'd to it, notwithſtanding th 
Some in their Doctrines and in ſeveral Points: 
Practice may keep at a great Diſtance from ii 
Papiſts, and yet have Affinity with Popery, 
grant this in the Qzakers, who are very differe 
from the Roman Catholicks in moſt Things, an 
cry out againſt them; and.yet we are not back 
ward to believe and declare that they came fron 
and tend to Popery. 
From Mr. Thorndike's Writings it is clear th: 
* a Man may appear againſt ſeveral Things th 
are held and practiſed by the Church of Ron 
* and yet he himſelf hold and approve of ma 
* Popiſh Doctrines. We ſee that he ſpeaks of 7r 
dition much after the Rate that the Papiſts dl 
* and he allows of Prayer for the Dead, 7s 05 
* poral Preſence of Chriſt in the Sacrament, Aurt 
* cular Confeſſion, Extreme Unction. He aſſerts i 


Sr E.G 


* Euchariſt to be a proper Sacrifice, and he ſpeal 
favourably of Images in Churches, of the N. 
liques of Saints; and of the Order of Monks; b. 
yet he will not admit of the Pope's Supremac, 
of his Infallibility, of Purgatory, of Praving | 
Saints, and ſome other Hoctrines held by t | 
Church of Rome, and he profeſles himſelf toil 

« of the Communion of the Church of Englank 
So the Archbiſhop and his Friends did not take uj 


* Poperyby Wholeſale; they uy d out of it ti 
*Þ 
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kö they pleas d, and laid the reſt aſide, at leaſt till 
n PI there was a more fitting Opportunity. = 


Ely And this gives us the true Account of the An- 
p infff {ver which the Archbiſhop return d to the Per- 


16 ſon who once and again came to him with the 
ch i} Offer df a Catdinal's Cap, * He would not, he 


told him, accept the Offer till Rome were other- 
wiſe than it was. That is, he expected that 
Rome, to gain the Church of England to her, 


ſhould be ready to run into her Embraces, and 
then a Red Hat might be accepted of with Safety. 

© Now, that there were certain Otertures and 
' Terms on Foot at that Time, and that a Recon- 
ciliation between the Church of Rome and ours 
was in Agitation, I apprehend is very plain. For 
they did not deny this themſelves, but profeſſed 
it to be their Deſire and Aim to join the Church 
' of England and that of Rome. If the Papiſts 
' would be content, ſaith * One of them, 7o wave 
' ther laſt four hundred Years Determinations, or 
not obtrude them upon Others; if they would reſt 
' ſatisfy'd ⁊vith their Old Patriarchal Power and 
Primacy of Order, much God might be epected, 
— and we might yet in_Time hope to ſee an 
' Unton, &c. And at another Time he hath theſe 
Words , Were the Pope's Supremacy of Power 


triarch of Rome content to be in the Univerſal 
' Church what the Primate of Ireland is in that 
National One, were there ſo much Modeſty as 
'to own themſelves to be fallible, Chriſtians might 


* Dr. Heylin's Life of the Archbiſhop, B. 4. p. 253. 
T Biſhop Bramhal's Epiſtle to Mr. Militiere. 
| His Lite writ by the Biſhop of Lywerick. 
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would ſubmit to certain Terms, and then we 


reduced to a Supremacy of Order, and the Pa- 
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76 
in ſome time ſay their Prayers together, and dif 
* ferent Opinions in ſmaller Matters would rat, 
tend to the Beauty and Harmony of the Chur 
© by exerciſing our Charity and mutual Toleratin 
* than become Matters of Schiſm and Separation, 
It ſeems Supremacy and Infallibility were the 
only Obſtacles of an Union between Rome an 
us. All the other Things are look'd upon x 
Opinions in ſmaller Matters, And the Biſhoj 
of Lymerick ( who writ Biſhop Bramball's Life 
adds that theſe Opinions and Articles are ſuch 

that Proteſtants might for Peace-ſake acquieſ; 
in them.. We ſee that Peace and Toleration ar 
allow'd of, when the Popiſh Points are talk'i 
of, but no ſuch Thing mnſt be granted to Pr: 

 teſtant Diſſenters. | 
And Heylin is to be commended for his pla 
and open Dealing; he expreſly owns the Deſig 
of a Reconciliation with Rome, and that in Or 
der to it the Archbiſhop of Canterbury prepare 
the Way by all that he did. pat En 
ragement had the Papiſts, ſaith this Writer, 5 
reſorting to our Congregations, when they ſhouli 
bear the Pope defamed, whom they behold with Re 
verence as their Common Father; their Ceremonit 
to be counted Antichriſtian, their Maſs idolatrous 
Theſe Rubs were firſt to be removed, before tht) 
have any Thoughts of uniting to us. And for thi 
Removing of theſe Rubs, the Archbiſhop fell up! 
the Courſes before-mention?d. This Author hi 
faid before, that + The greateſt Part of the Con 
troverſies between us and the Church of Rome 
not being in any eſſential Points of the Chrijitat 
Religion, I Ink upon it ( faith he) as a moſt pri 
* Hevlin's Lite of the Archbiſhop. B. 4. p. 417. Þ Ib. 1 
"ek 
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Work to endeavour an Atonement. And again he 
tells' us that in the Controverſies between the 
Church of Rome and us, It is no difficult Mat- 
ter to atone the Differences, if the managing of 
them were committed to moderate aud prudent 
Men. | 
And he looked upon the Archbiſhop to be of 
that Number, and repreſents him every where as 
a Friend to the Roman Church, and endeavour- 
| ing to procure a Friendſhip and Agreement be- 
ſhoe tween that and the Church of England. He 
owns his + Compliances with ibe Church of Rome, 
and tells us 4 He ſhewed Favours to thoſe of the 
Catbolicł Patty; ; and from many Paſſages related 
by him in the Life of that Prelate it is evident, 
alk rh he not only ſhewed himſelf favourable and 
kind to thoſe that were actually Papr/ts, but to 
all thoſe of our Church whom he found enclined 
co their Principles; at the ſame Time exerciſing 
a very great Severity upon thoſe that publickly 
' expreſſed an Averſion to them. 
© It is true, we cannot pronounce him a through 
' Papiſt, becauſe he had not formally renounced 
the Church of England; but neither can we ac- 
count him a Proteſtaut, becauſe he ſhewed his 
„Good Will to Popery in ſo palpable a Manner. 
A Learned and Religious Man, who was after- 
ward one of the Fathers of our Church, deter- 
* mined the Caſe rightly when he aid concerning 
the Men of Laud's Faction, that ¶ they kept them- 
' ſelves /o near the Brink, that upon Occafion they 
could ſtep over to the Papifts. 
And indeed ſome of the High Churchmen ſtept 


* Heylin's Life of the Archbiſhop. B. 4. p. 39. f Ib. p. 408. 
| Ib. p. 411. Dr. Rob. Abbot in his Sermon at Oxtord. 
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in fome time ſay their Prayers together, and di ( 
* ferent Opinions in ſmaller Matters would rat: 
tend to the Beauty and Harmony of the Churd ; 
© by exerci fing our Charity and mutual Toleratin | 


* than become Matters of Schiſm and Separation. 
It ſeems Supremacy and Infallibility were the 
- © only Obſtacles of an Union between Rome an; 
us. All the other Things are look'd upon 2 
Opinions in ſmaller Matters. And the Biſhoj 
of Lymerick ( who writ Biſhop Bramball's Life 
adds that theſe Opinions and Articles are ſuc 
that Proteſtants might for Peace-ſake acquieſ; 
in them. We ſee that Peace and Toleration ar 
allow'd of, when the Popiſh Points are talk 
of, but no ſuch Thing mnſt be granted to Pry 
 teftant Diſſenters. | 
And Heylin is to be commended for his plain 
and open Dealing; he expreſly owns the Deſig 
of a Reconciliation with Rome, and that in Or 
der to it the Archbiſhop of Canterbury preparet 
the Way by all that he did. What Encou 
ragement had the Papiſts, ſaith this Writer, f. 
reſorting to our Congregations, when they ſhouli 


bear the Pope defamed, whom they behold with R- 
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verence as their Common Father; their Ceremont 
to be counted Antichriſtian, their Maſs idolatrouss 
Theſe Rubs were firſt to be removed, before thi 
have any Thoughts of uniting to us. And for th 
emoving of theſe Rubs, the Archbiſhop fell up! 
th Courſes before-mentioned. This Author hi 
ſaid before, that + The greateſt Part of the Con 
troverſies between us and the Church of Rome 
not being in any eſſential Points of the Cbriſtidi | 

Religion, I look upon it ( faith he) as a moſt pri 
* Hevlin's Life of the Archbiſhop. B. 4. p. 417. Þ Ib. 415: 
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Work to endeavour an Atonement. And again he 
tells us that in the Controverſies between the 
Church of Rome and us, It is no difficult Mat- 
ter to atone the Differences, if the managing of 
them were committed to moderate aud prudent 
Men. 

And he looked upon the Archbiſhop to be of 
that Number, and repreſents him every where as 
a Friend to the Roman Church, and endeavour- 
ing to procure a Friendſhip and Agreement be- 
tween that and the Church of England. He 
downs his + Compliances with tbe Church of Rome, 
uc and tells us He ſbeued Favours to thoſe of the 
Catbolicł Party; ; and from many Paſſages related 
by him in the Lie of that Prelate it is evident, 
' that he not only ſhewed himſelf favourable and 
kind to thoſe that were actually Papr/ts, but to 
all thoſe of our Church whom he found enclined 
to their Principles; at the ſame Iime exerciſing 
da very great Severity upon thoſe that publickly 
' expreſſed an Averſion to them. 

It is true, we cannot pronounce him a through 
' Papiſt, becauſe he had not formally renounced 
the Church of England; but neither can we ac- 
count him a Proteſtant, becauſe he ſhewed his 
Good Will to Popery in ſo palpable a Manner. 
A Learned and Religious Man, who was after- 
ward one of the Fathers of our Church, deter- 
* mined the Caſe rightly when he ſaid concerning 
the Men of Laud's Faction, that ¶ they kept them- 
' ſelves fo near the Brink, that upon Occafion they 
* could ſtep over to the Papifts. 

And indeed ſome of the High Churchmen ſtept 


* Heylin's Life of the Archbiſhop. B. 4. p. 39. ÞF Ib. p. 408. 
{ Ib. p. 411. J Dr. Rob. Abbot in his Sermon at Qxtord. 
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over without any further dallying ; as Biſho 
_ © Goodman, Dr. Baily, Dr. Goff, Dr. Fane, wh 
© Plainly told by their Practice what the reſt wen 
aiming at. They knew that Popery was in 
* tended, and therefore they were not willing u 
© conceal and diſguiſe themſelves any longer. Vea 
© the Archbiſhop's great Familiar and Confident 
as well as Agent, to whom all his Deſigns and 
* Contrivances were known, I mean one of the 
Principal Secretaries of State, could no longe 
diſſemble his Perſwaſion, but went over to the 
© Church of Rome, of which he knew his gre 
Friend was ſuch an Admirer. Thus it appean 
. * that it was agreed upon by the Archbiſhop an 

© his Complices to favour Popery and the Abettor 
of it, in Order to the Introducing it, ſo far ast 
« would ſerve their Turns, and in that time which 
was ripe for it, 5 kt: i 
And what Principles were choſen for this Pur 
poſe but the Arminian Ones ? For they had an 
© Apprehenſton that theſe would make Way fo 
* thoſe of the Church of Rome, and agree very 
* well with them. Accordingly all the Favours, 
Reſpects and Preferments in the Church were 
cConferred on thoſe that were Men of this Kid- th 
© ney. * Biſhop Hacket tells us that Bifhop Lau 
(for he ſhew'd what he was before the Arch- in 
biſhoprick of Canterbury was conferred on him). 
_ wwas not only a great Patron of them that main- 
tained Arminius's Doctrine, but a great Diſcoui. 
tenancer of. the oppofite Part; and ſince he ſhot 
the' Box, they (i. e. the Anti- Armimans) were 
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but Dices and Jrais in all Chu neh- Prefermen. ( 
Theſe are the Eiſhop's own Word⸗s. And again 
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e lets us know that * it was: guthen palpable that | 
here was no other Way to fly over Mens Heads 
2 the Church but with the Wings of Arminia- 
im. And with theſe Wings they fled to Rome, 
xr hover'd over it; for it was obſerved in theſe 
YeaWrimes that Remonſtrantiſm and a good Liking 
denihf the Popiſh Points went together. 

and We have a plain and undeniable Proof of this 
fn King James that then reigned, who at his 
DgerWirſt Coming to the Throne was equally incenſed 
 theoainſt the Papiſts and the Followers of Armin; 
reals his Printed Works, as well as his Actions, 
Yacquainted the World. Armin himſelf was Ri 
andiled by him an Enemy of God, and his Friends 
towrere repreſented. as Heretical and Blaſphemous, 
as Has we may ſee in the King's Declaration againſt 
nich varſeius, and in his Letter to the States of the 
United Provinces. But afterward it is notorious 
"urthat when his Diſlike of Arminiani/m abated, 
laute alto ſhew'd Favour to the Popiſi Party. At 
forflthe ame Time that he threw off the Calvinian 
er Points, he expreſs'd his Approbatioo of ſome of 
1 the Roman Tenents, and was kind to the Roman 
cre Catholicks, and was deſigning a Toleration of 
id them, but was cut off by Death. 

This minds me of what Biſhop Burnet ſays af 
im, * That from the Tear 1606. to bis Dying 
ms! be continued always M. riting, and Talking 
2 inſt Popery, but Acting for it. Let me here 
Sake this Remark, What a Head was here jor a 
vMroteſtant Body But the Dr. goes on, and ſays, 
The Sum of all that can be ſaid under this 


I, Obſervation is this, that the Calvinian Doctrines 
i | 
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Lite of Archbiſhop Williams, Part 2. p. 82. 
| Hiſtogy of his own Times, Vol. I. p. 12. 
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were believed, profeſs'd and maintain'd by 
Church and Churchmen ; and the Popiſh De 
trines were manfully oppoſed and withftood 
them from the Beginning of the Reformat 
till the latter End of King James the firſt, 
the Entrance of King Charles the firſt's Rei 
at which Time the Arminian Doctrines togel 
* with the Popiſi ones began to advance, ande 
* ry Day more and more encreaſed. 12 
© Whence, in the Character given of the Chu 
of England by a Jeſuit in King Charles the fi 
Time, there is this Paſſage; * Je Profeſſors ff 
* love Temper and Moderation; the Doetrines 
altered in many Things, as about Free-will, Pf 
* deſtination, Univerſal Grace, Inherent Right 
* oaſneſs; the Nine and Thirty Articles are an 
* tious of ſome Catholick Senſe. And Dr. + H 
in, who rehearſes this Paſſage, adds, So far! 
© Jeſuit ſpeaks nothing but Truth, Which ö 
plain Acknowledgement that our Churchm: 
* embracing the Armnian Doctrines was very 1 
ceptable to the Romaniſts. And we are ſure 
© could not be ſo, if Arminianiſm did not condu 
* to Popery, if it were not in ſome Reſpects { 
< viceable to that Cauſe. * 
' © Here it might be remembred that at the ſan 
© Time with Archbiſhop Laud in England, the 
< wasArchbiſhop Maxwell in Scotland, and Biſhi 
* Bramball in Ireland, who all three carried ( 
the fame Deſign, namely, of favouring fo 
Practices which were for the Intereſt of Ron 
© and advancing ſome Points wherein the Rv 
* Catholicks and Remonſtrants agree; for they ſi 


* Preface to Charity maintain'd. Sect. 20. ant 
Lite of Archbiſhop Laud, B. 4. p. 252. ˖ 
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at ſome of the Principles of both theſe Parties 
a wonderfully * and help one ano-— 
r 
Yea, it is obſerved concerning thoſe Times by 
nc that was a fincere Lover of our Church that 
Some of the moſt Zealous Advocates for the Ar- 
nian Dod#rine were Vince fallen away from the 
formed Church, being perchance the more eu- 
ly ly induced thereuhen by the Progreſs which they 
Wd made in the Way before. And he adds, Tt 
af wonderful to beari what” virulent Sprect es 
ere utter d by Men of this Stamp againſt the firſt 
formers of 75 Church. Perfecto odio odi Cal- 
num, was reported to be the Expreſſion of One 
ned for his Learning. And this Spight and 
atred which they bore to the Calvinian Doc- 
ines, puſh'd them on (as I have partly obſerv d 
efore) to favour and advance thoſe of the Church 
Rome, becauſe they were ſo oppoſite to theſe. 
ind hence it was that in the Speeches of my 
ord Faw/k/and ( a Name very much eſteemed 
nd honoured by ſome of our Clergy ) and o- 
ker wife and underſtanding Men in the Parlia- 
ents before the Civil Mars, it was complained. 
hat Popery and Armimaniſn went hand in hand; 
ud even thoſe Senators who were no Friends to 
m-Conformity, but wholly in the Intereſt of 
he Church of Eng land, conſulted of Methods to 
op the Growth of thofe two Evils which were 
lien ſpringing up, and were obſerv d to thrive 
ogether. 5 
And the ſame Spirit hath recovered itſelf ſince 
ad hath ſufficiently appeared among us. A 


' England's Faithful Reprover, p. 135 . 
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aid Ceremonies; and ſmall Variations in fo 
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noted Man of our Church, & profeſſed be hu 
' greater Kindneſs for the Roman Catholicks; tj 
the Fanatical (Saint or Calviniſts, a 
he made good his Profeſſion before his Dex 
_ tho' he did not actually embrace all Pope 
The like I have of en heard with theſe Ears tr, 
the Mouths of ſome of my. Brethren. -==== ({ 
f fander's Cenſuitation and Franciſc. a &. Clan 
Ende: vours o reconcile the Engliſh Articles u 
* the Tr.den/ine were talked of; and Forbes a 
Blanc and ſuch who ſtrive to accommodate . 
Popiſh and Proteſtant Points, were theught 5 
* be the beſt Divines. 4 
This was in the Days when Le Strquge 5 
* the great Director and Guide of one part of 
Inferior Clergy, when no Man's Writings v 
* more admired and believed, and ( as far as co 
* be) practiſed than his; when he told them t 
there was little Difference between the Chu 
of England and that at Rome, except a few Moi 


Doctrines. But every underſtanding and con 
* derate Man knows that there is a vaſt Dif 
. rence between them, and particularly betwe 
© the Doctrines of the Church of England, 1 
* thoſe of the Romaniſts; and cis 25 
thoſe Points which I have handled. On wh 
Account it is that theſe are deteſtable to our 4 
* minian Clergy, who are forward to join witht 
* Church of Rome rather than with their O« 
which profeſſes the Belief of the Eternal Dion 
| Fultfication by Faith alone, &c, 
© But we are to remember that theſe very Dt 
* trines were the great Barriers againſt Paper) 


* Dr, Parker's Pref. before Biſhop Bramhall's Works. 
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ter the Reformation. Theſe were a a good Hedge 
and Fence to keep us from approaching too near 
to the Roman Church. And therefore now, they 
being thrown away by ſo many of our "Chief 
' Church-men, it is to be fear'd that it will be dif- 
ficult to preſerve ourſelves from coming too cloſe. 
And inthe Nature of the Thing itſelf we can- 
not but acknowledge that A/ minianiſin is an In- 
troduction to Popery, and makes Way for it; 
thus from exalting Free Will Men paſs to Merit; 

and from ä — the Powers and Efforts of 
Nature they paſs to Supererogation. By being 
' not well- grounded in the Doctrine of Chriſt's 
Aerits, and our Reliance upon him for Fuffiſi- 
cation, they fly to Maſſes, Indulgences, Satisfac- 
u trons, Purgatory, &c. Thus the Opinions of the 
cou + Remonſtrants have a ſecret Tendency to the Ro- 
nt nan Church, and they look that Way. On 
which Account the favouring the Remon/trant 
Points hath been practiſed as an artificial Wax 
to hook in Popery, and hath been rightly called 

' The Back Door to it. 
' © The next Conſideration by Way of Inference 
and Application, ſhall be with relation to thoſe 

' among us who diſſent from the Church of Eng- 
and. I defire You to conſider how unreaſon- 
able it is to complain of them as Diſſenters, when 
ve are ſuch ourſelves. We diſſent from our own 
Church, and from the Reverend and Pious Re- 
Jul © formers of it, as to our Doctrines, I hope this is 
not done in meer Oppoſition to our Diſſenting 
* B-ethren, who generally profeſs theſe Doctrines. 

Dill * I ſhould be loth to think that the Antipathy be- 
WF © tween any of us and the Nonconformiſts runs ſo 
; high, that we throw off the Articles of aur 

; | | -. * Church 
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* Church, becauſe they are received and believe 
by thoſe Perſons. But whatever is the Cauſe 
ve are ſure of the Effect, and we ſee low ſcan- 
dalous it is, and how contradictory. We blame 
them for departing from our Commun. on, and 
making Gaſhes and Schiſms in the Body of the 
Church ; but we are injurious to ourſelves, and 
we wound it with our own Hands. Hoy 
then can we blame the D:ſſenters for diſguſting 
the Rites and Ceremonies of the Church, when 
we ourſelves diſreliſh its Articles? How cab we 
teprove them for being faulty in the former, 
when we are defective in the latter? yea, when 
we know that they outdo many of us in Purity 
of Doctrine, and that they are very careful 1 in 
Aſſerting and Maintaining it. ; 

And now, whether You will bear, or wh 
You will jorbear, I have diſcharged my Duty, 
and I have reminded You of yours. Thave ſpo- 
ken the Words of Truth and S:b-rneſs, - I have 
ſincerely repreſented the Matter which I have 
had before me, I have not deſigned to provoke 
and cxaſperate any Perſon, but plainly and im- 
partially to remind myſelf and Others of what 
is required of us. I choſe rather to be blamed | 
and cenſured by fone for ſaying theſe Things 
which my Office requires of me, than to pur- 
chaſe the Approbation of Others by being ſi- 
lent. I had rather diſcharge my Duty, tho' ac- 


yo 2 og , , ,, , Re ns RT oe) 


be guilty of the Neglect of it, tho' aitended i 
with the Commendation and Applauſe of the 
latter. I have faithfully endeavour'd to convince 
Men of their Errors and Miſtakes; to — 


with them firſt to ſee them, and then to reform 
- them, 


company'd with the Diſlike of the former, than I. 


„ 
them. I have endeavoured to maintain the Eſ- 
teem and Credit of our Religion, retrieve Pri- 


- mitive Truth, to do our own Church Right, and 
in to vindicate her Honour and Reputation. It 
me would mightily raiſe the Idea and Character of 
oe Religion and Religious Men, if they would re- 


th. {ume their Original Princi ples, and endeavour the 
Reſtitution of the Ancient Truths of the Goſpel. 


. And then with this happy Return of the Primi- 
ing tive Doctrines, there would be revived the true 
en Spares of Chriftianity in Mens Lives and Man- 
wel hers) This, this alone would make ovr Charch 
” the Bulwark of the Proteſtant Cauſe. This 
den would render Her the beſt and moſt flouriſhing 
iy Church in the Chriſtian World. This would re- 
ſtore to Her that Peace, Unity, and Tranqui- 


lity which are ſo much deſired by all Good Men. 
7 This would derive a laſting Bleſſing on the whole 
, Kingdom and Nation ; and ( which is the high- 
eſt Thing we can wiſh for) this will advance 
the Glory and Honour of the Divine Majeſty, 
through Jeſus Chriſt.” So far this worthy 
Doctor: Now what do You think of what is 
ere ſaid ? 

Min. I am taken with ſuch a ſudden Surprize 


\ed et 1 am ready to faint ; but I hope it awill go of 
Rain. 

8 Diſſ. What is the Cauſe think You ? | 

FY Min. J do think that ſomething the Dr. ſaid laff 


as ſeized on my Spirits. 
Dif. I am glad to hear that: wiſh a godly 


rey borrow for what You have done amiſs may at- 
he end this Conference; for J have heard, that You 


ave been very warm againſt us, who You call 
enters; and have call'd us Sch naticks, Fa- 
| + naticks, 
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naticks, and Hereticks. T obſerve in the Burial Ser 

vice, over thoſe very Perſons You deemed to b. 

ſuch, You read Foraſmnch as it hath pleaſed. A 

| mighty God of his great Mercy to take unto himſelf thi 
Soul of our Dear Brother or Siſter here departed, --- 

in ſure and certain Hope of the Reſurrection 1 
Eternal Life. What muſt we be Dearly Below 
when dead, and muſt we bear the fore-mention's 

opprobrious Names when alive! This is a pus 

ling Paradox I confeſs. But this great Divineo 

your Church had other Thoughts of us, as is pla 
in the Preface to the Second Part of the Preacher 

His Words are: I have only one Thang t 

* obviate, ------ and that is this; that ſometime 

I take the Part of the D. enters, and ſpeak i 
* their Commendation ; yea, and propound then 

as a Pattern to be imitated by us: Which ma 
ſeem to be inconſiſtent with the Principles of On 
7 * who profeſſes himſelf to be a Member of th 
Church of England. In Anſwer to this, I ſhall 

; s the Apoſtle did) uſe great Plainneſs, of 
S * Boldneſs of Speech; and I ſhall in few Word | 
4 © tell the World what my Thoughts are with re 
lation to this Matter. I adhere o the Doctrine 

IJ join with the Worſhip, I embrace ihe Con 

* munion, and I acquieſce in the Government off 

* our Church, and I have always ſhew'd myſelf | 

g conformable to theſe ; but I could never pre 

© vail with myſelf to condem all thoſe who le 
© parate from us. Fer tho' I can with a goc 

© Conſcience, give an Account to myſelf of m 
© own Practice, yer I have no Authority to cen 

© ſure and judge the Rerſwaſions and Conſcienc 
of other Perſons in this Affair. I find the 


® Preface, 1. 27%, Re 
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hath been a continual Back wardneſs, for about 


to be 

4 4} «Century and half, to comply with ſome Things 
Ft in our Church; and I cannot perſwade myſelf 
I- chat this proceeds wholly from Ignorance or Per- 


on lf verſeneſs (as ſome tell us with great Confidence) 
ove but I rather charitably think that it hath its Riſe 
ion ꝗ in ſome Perſons from the real Suggeſtion of their 
pu: Conſciences and Deliberate Judgments. I ſpeak 
neo of thoſe that are Sober and Grave, and who en- 
plaiq deavour to inform themſelves aright, and whoſe 
cher Integrity is known to the World. Now, I pray 
18 af why may we not have a good Opinion of theſe 
time Perſons, and ſpeak in their Behalf, ſeeing they 
ak i ſincerely proteſt that they are not able to ſub- 
then mit to thoſe Rites and Ceremonies and other Ob- 
ſervances which our Church exacts of them, and 
ſeeing we ourſelves acknowledge theſe Obſer- 
vances to be Things Indifferent and Changeable ? 
' He that ſeriouſly weighs this, will find no Rea- 
ſon/to blame me for my favourable Thoughts 
concerning the Diſſenters. Whatever their Mi- 
' ſtakes are otherwiſe. I behold very laudable 
rina Things in ſome of them; their Converſe ſa- 


omi vours of a Senſe of Religion, and Goodneſs ; 
nt lf their Paſtors pray with Fervency, and preach 


' with Aﬀection to Edification, and they live an- 
ſwerably; and I verily believe that they (as well 
as our pious Churchmen) are a Blefling to this 
Nation. I can't poſſibly give myſelf any other 
Turn of Thoughts. | 5 
Let me add this further, there are but two 
ne Ways of dealing with thoſe that diſſent from us, 
ne” Tolerating them, or uſing violent Means to extir- 
fate them. The former is Charitable and Mild, 
ai the latter is Severe and Inhumane; the one is 
| | N * agrre- 


W 
* agreeable to the Rules of the Goſpel, the ot 
is contrary to the Evangelical and Chriſtian 9 
rit. This is an unqueſtionable Truth that « 
Power in Matters indifferent, is not to be u 
to the Scandal of thoſe that are Weak; or e 
the Ninth Chapter of the firſt Epiſtle to the( 
rinthians is no Scripture. And the ſame inf 
red Writer tells us, that 70 him that eſteem; 
any Thing to be unclean, to him it is uncle 
Rom. 14. 14. As much as to ſay, It is the Co 
ſcience that makes the Crime. Nothing m 
be done againſt that; for that makes the Thi 
lawful or unlawful to the Perſon that doth 
Now it is certain, we have no Sovereignty oy 
other Mens Conſciences, and therefore it is 
very Charitable and Chriſtian Act in our Sup 
riours and Rulers to condeſcend to the Weil 
neſs of the Scrupulous, and thereby to ſhe 
themſelves Compaſſionate and Tender to ſud 
And truly this may be expected of them, for ti 
{ſtrong Ones can comply with the weak, thi 
the weak cannot with the ſtrong. | 

As for the other Method, namely, of Severit 
© we have made Trial of it. The Rubrict hat 
been taught to be read in bloody Letters. 0 
* Altars have reaked with ſanguinary Offering 
© Some of our Prieſts have deſerved that Title o 


ue ESI. Foe mer vow wi ‚ ] oe my nm p OP oY ̊ ! Wo ß 


the Account of their Slaughter and Sacrificing 
We have knock'd People on the Head for God 

© ſake, and for Religion's ſake. Whilſt we ha 
* decried the Perſecution which the Papiſts at 
©. guilty of, we have imitated it. And yet vi 
have found by Experience that theſe fierce Ex 
1 © pedients have not been effectual on the Perſon 
5 * on whom they were exerciſed. They 25 4 
| | lente 


1 + 

ented, and do diſſent; and no Force and Vio- 
ence will induce them to do otherwiſe. Tis 
ime thereforc to leave off this Diſcipline, both 
s it is ineſfectual, and as it is Unchriſtian. Let 
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„ e Roman Church brag of its Gift of Perſecu- 
: wh n; let them boaſt of this as their proper Ta- 
een 


church. But let us abandon this Piece of Po- 
ery, and betake ourſelves to the Methods of 
(briſtianity. | 
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255 as one certain Badge and Mark of their 


But it will be ſaid, This Indulgence which 
| allow of will be highly prejudicial to the 
Church of England, and its Excellent Conſtitu- 
on; and conſequently whilſt I ſpeak in Fa- 
wur of the former, I forget the Preſervation and 
welfare of the latter. In Anſwer to this, I 
declare it as my real Sentiment, that this Way 
of dealing with the Diſſenters will be injurious 
either to the Church, nor State of England: 
But on the contrary, it will be very ſerviceable 
to both, by removing that which hath been the 
great Occaſion of: Contention and Diviſion, by 
ſweetning. and pacifying Mens Minds, by cut- 
ting off for the Future all Attempts of depriving 
one another of their Chriſtian Liberty, and of 
preſcribing Laws to Mens Conſciences in indit- 
ferent and doubtful Things in Religion, by thus 
ſubſtracting the Fewel of all Religious Animo- 
lities, by giving a Check to Bigotry, by inſpiring 
Men with the ſame Common Deſign of advancing 
the Peace and Proſperity of the Community, by 
mutual Concurring to reſiſt and bathe the Aſ- 
laults of our Common Adverſary ; and laſtly, by 
our United Prayers and Devotions (tho not in 
the ſame exact Mould ) whereby a Bleſſing from 
Heaven will be deriv'd upon us all. N 2 Shall 
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© Shall I ſpeak my Judgment freely? It is thi 

© that our Church cannot be ſafe without the ſ. 
© ber and moderate Dzſſenters,' no more than the 
can be without Us. We mutually help and ſup 
port each other, and if either of us fail, we bot 
© fail, Therefore no Churchman or Diſſenter «| 
ſober Thoughts can wiſh for, or endeavour the 
Ruin of either. I moſt ſincerely propound this 
out of that Reſpect and Affection I bear to ou 
Church, the Church of England, ant as T tende 
her Safety and Welfare. I am myſelf convinced 
and I doubt not but I am able to convince other 
© that ſhe cannot ſubſiſt long, if ſhe ſtands by her: 
© ſelf, for there is a Neceſſity of a Ballance in the 
* Church as well as the State, and in Kingdoms and 
Nations. If both Parties among us did not poi 
one another, they would ſoon be wanton and 
* skittiſh, and the high-mettled Bigots on either 
* Side would ſhew themſelves diſorderly, muti. 
nous and unruly. IF one of them ſhould rule 
* alone, they would be apt to tranſgreſs the Laws 
© of Moderation, they would be prone to run in- 
to Exceſs and Tranſports. But when they ap- 
rear 7ogether, they put a convenient Reſtraint 
and Bridle on each other, and ſo reciprocally be- 
friend one another, and conduce to their mu- 
* tual Preſervation and Continuance. I have de- 
liberately thought of this Matter, I may fay 
* without Vanity and Oftentation I have throup- 
ly ſtudied the Point; as the Reſult of it, I thiok 
lit may be pronounced that no Man's Inconfor- 
* mity can induce him to deſire the Downfal of 
the Church of England; and on the other Side 
no Churchman who underſtands his own Inte- 
reſt, and that of the Church, can deſire the Ex- 
: 46 | „ tirpation 
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tirpation of the ſober Non-Conformiſts. Yea, it 
is my Perſwaſion that the Church of England 
bell will be more firm and ſecure in this Way that 
have mentioned, than ſhe could in the other, 
becauſe none will be ſo irrational and ſenſleſs as 
W to injure that Body of Men which ſupports them. 
And the Church will Rand upon ſure. Ground, 
becauſe ſhe will now have a conſiderable Friend, 
that hitherto was as conſiderable an Adverſary. 
And moreover, this may be truly ſaid, that our 
Church will be more Entire, becauſe we ſhall 
then know who they are that embrace her Com- 
nunion out of à real Perſwaſion and Affection, 
vho they are that conform out of Choice; Which 
could never be diſcerned if there were no Indul- 
gence to Diſſenters. 
Thus I have briefly ſuggeſted how, upon Se- 
ther cular as well as Religious Accounts, we ought 
uti- - acquieſce in a mutual Forbearance, and friend- 
rule 9 to agree among ourſelves. Let us baniſh our 

ormer Heats and Animoſities, and make it our 
in. Buſineſs to unite in Aﬀerting the undoubted Ar- 


ap- ticles of our Religion, in preſerving the Chriſtian 
int Faith from being corrupted, and in believing 
de- and teaching what Chriſt and his Apoſtles be- 
u-. lieved and taught; which is the ſame that the 
e. Church of England believe and teaches ; than 
ay MW which nothing more honourable and great can 
g- be faid in Commendation of our Church. 


And I might further add, that we have no 
' Reaſon to ba our D:ſſenting Brerhren, and to 
look upon them as Aliens, and to brand them 

' with the Name of Schiſmaticks, becauſe none 
' deſerve this Treatment but ſuch as offend out of 
' Wilfulneſs and — and a Spirit of Contra- 
diction and Pride. © Beſides, 
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« Beſides, with particular Relation to the latter 
* of. theſe, I do not ſee how we can fairly ftil 
© thoſe Schiſmaticks, whoſe Separation is allowed 
© by the Laws. You will fay, the Laws hav 
© only ſuſpended the Penalty, but do not approx 
* the Fact. I know this is commonly and vulgar- 
ly ſaid, but can we think otherwiſe than that 
* our Intelligent and Prudent Lawgivers relaxed 
* the Puniſhment, becauſe they were convinced 
© that the Perſons on whom it uſed to be inflicted 
did not deſerve it? Can we imagine that ſo wiſ 


* a Body of Men would do the former, without 


* Conſideration of the latter? So that this Suſpen- 
* ſion is a virtual Allowance and Approbation, 
© tho” not a formal One. Therefore whatever 
* Opinion and Thoughts we have concerning the 
© Diffenters, how miſtaken ſoever we may think 
© them to be, and how blameable otherwiſe, yet 
I can't pronounce them Schi/maticks. It is 
© mere Jeſt to ſay thoſe are Schi/maticks who by 
© the Reverend Fathers of our Church, as well a 
* by the Temporal Lords, and by the Repreſen- 
« ſatives of the whole Nation, 1 — as well x 
© Laity, have been permitted to ſeparate from our 
Church with Impunity. We have all done it, 
and we can't in Honour or Conſcience go back 
Len, fince it is our voluntary Act and Deed, it 
9 olly and Weakneſs to retract it, eſpecially 
© when [ have ſuccinctly ſhew'd that it conduces 
to the Eſtabliſhment of our Church. 

© Theſe are my Thoughts, and this is my Per- 
ſwaſion, and I believe a great Number of our 
Learned and Pious Clergy concur with me. But 
the higheſt Thing that can be ſaid here is, that 


it is the Senſe of our Excellent and Wiſe Vo 
We 


- 7:9 
We have it on her Royal Word. that She will 
© always affettionately Support and Countenance the 
(urch of England as by Law eſtabliſhed, and 
© that She will inviolably maintain the Toleration. 
And this Noble Reſolution of her Majeſty was 
© conſented to, and applauded by the Lords Spiri- 
© tual and Temporal, and the Honourable Com- 
© mons of this Realm. There is no Man but 


@ © would be proud of ſuch ſubſtantial Abettors and 

| MW Patrons as theſe that I have produced. But to 

e this let me add this Remark, That the Dr. never 
at MW thought She would have had ſuch Creatures about 

n. Her, who could have prevail'd with Her to break 

n. thorow this ſolemn Promiſe and Ingagement made 

er In the fourth Year of Her Reign. The Dr. goes 
he Non, and ſays, = | 
But abſtraQting from Authority, and the Suf- 


' frages of Others, I have with great Plainneſs, as 
' I promiſed the Reader, given him my own Ap- 
' prehenfions in the preſent Matter; for it is our 
Felicity to live in a Free Age, and under a Prince 
' and Prelates who act with all Freedom them- 
* ſelves, and permit Others to do ſo. Wherefore 1 
have taken this Liberty, and I muſt tell the Rea- 
der, that I thought myſelf obliged in Conſcience 
to publiſh theſe my Conceptions on this Subject, 
' becauſe I ſaw that both Parties continually burn 
in Hatred and ill Will againſt one another; and 
tho' they are Fellow Chriſtians, yet they behave 
* themſelves towards one another as if they were 
' Pagans and Infidels. Wherefore I was willing 
to offer ſomething to prevent this ſhameful Diſ- 
' order for the future. It is deplorable to obſerve 
that ſome Diſſenting Perſons are inclined to con- 
demn all that are of the Communion of our 

| * Church, 


Integrity of every One that conforms to 
petually bear an ill Will to them as they are; 


© ſome Conforming Perſons, who are inclined; 


© ſometimes they give them over for Hypocrit 
another, and even Religion itſelf. 
£ heal this vile Diſtemper, and cure us of ourun 
burnings. Let us be perſwaged that we m 


© Jeſus, meet together in Heaven, and therefq 
© let us agree upon Earth, I mean as to the N 


5 Practical Godlineſs, and to Brotherly Affectia 


der on this Head, and ſo I commend him 
Lou of what this Gcod Man has ſaid. 


never was before; and that is, whenever 1, ar al 
of my Brethren of the Clergy call the Diſt 


Face of the Three Eſtates of the Kingdom; ile 


leration Act was agreed on in Parliament, it il 
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© Church, and ſuſpect the Goodneſs, Holineſs a 
* Eccleſiaſtical Rites and Uſuages, and fo they pe 
that Communion. On the other Hand, there: 
© believe that all of the other Perſuaſion and Pr, 
© tice are either very filly or ignorant, or elſe th 
are heady and perverſe, and act not out of Ca 
© ſcience but Humour and Refractorineſs, a 
And thus we moſt ſcandalouſly reproach o 

But I have propounded a Conſideration, j 


* chatitable Cenſures, Suſpicions, and Hear 


* Bothof us, thro' tbe Mercy of God in Chi 


* ceflary Doctrines of the Holy Religion, as 


A 


and Love, tho' as to ſome other Things wea 
not Unanimous. -----= _ „ 

* This is all I have to ſay at preſent to the Re: 
© the Divine Benediction. Now what thitl 


Min. I am convinced of one Thing of which 


Schiſmaticks, or Hereticks, we ds in that fl 
is, King, Lords, and Commons: For as the Tc 


v (6/1 
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cider? d as their voluntary Af; whereſore I Lope 
hall act with more Caution for Time to come. 

Diſſ. How glad ſhall I be, if all the rett the Dr. 
has offer d may be bleſſed to the Conviction of 
ſultitudes of the Preſent Clergy ; but there's one 


cl Thing I obſerve, which is, that Thouſands of D:/- 
cd] enters were never join'd to the Church of England; 


now as Schi/m ſignifies a Rent from a Body, how 
can they be ſaid to be rent away from that Body, 
to which they were never join'd: Think of this. 

Min. I proteſt I cannot fee but what the Dr. and 
tu, have ſaid has ſome Weight in it; I ſhall tche 
theſe Things more cloſely into Conſideration for the 


Time to come. 


", D/. Glad am I to hear You ſay this: It chears 
" my Spirits to think, that ſuch an unworthy Worm 
= am ſhould be inſtrumental in doing any thing 


towards the Conviction of yours, or any Others 


Minds; for I think the Doctrines pleaded for to 
'N be Truths, or I would not have argu'd for them: 


can truly ſay before God I lye not. 

Min. I believe You are fincere in your Way, and 
therefore take it more kindly of You than I ſhould 
from another, that I thought was not ſo. 

Di. J am glad to hear what You have ſaid: 


Rea [1 have one Thing more to leave with You before 
1 f we part, and that is, I know there is not that 
og hearty Concern on the Souls of the Miniſtry as 

23 there was in former Times; how did they la- 
„bor in Publick and Private with their People, to 


bring them to a Senſe of their loſt, and undone 
tate by Nature; but now this is laid aſide, and ac- 
counted Cant, or Enthufiaſm. Let's hear what that 
good Man Mr. Burket ſays to the People of his 
Charge: I muſt acknowledge my conſtant Preach- 
0 | ing 
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of them that have taken on them the Charge of 


ſome Hundreds more, any one Thing concerning 


much You fall ſhort of his Conduct; for there 


your Failings in this great and momentuous Al 


EF © 
ing three Times a Week unto you befides occaſional 


mportant Part of | 
Duty. But thus much I fan truly ſay, that es 
neſtly imploring Divine Aſiſtance, I have done ul 
T could. My Work has been my Recreation, and 
Lord accept it, and ſucceed it. I have ln 
this Pariſh twenty three Years, and never any ( 


Souls of the Pariſh, ever asked me, and I may 


Welfare of their immortal Souls; but their Con. 
that I have, and ſhall give, will ſtand as a fi 
Witneſs againſt them another Day : God grantt 
this Thing may be laid on them by the Spin 
Chrift with great Weight, * . 5 

Look into the Conduct of that good Man 
ſhop Beveridge, as he ſets it forth in his Pri 
Thoughts +, how he ated in his Pariſh. | 
enough to make your Hearts to ake, to think | 


thouſands of You, who, if You get but the Flc 
care not for the Flock. I have heard ſome of 
own People, as you call them, ſay the ſame; 
they are either afraid, or aſhamed to. tell Yo 


and fo You, and they go on without any Con 
for theſe weighty Matters. But that Man, 
has no Concern for his own Soul, cannot have 
for the Soul of another. I ſhall give You but 
Inſtance more, which is of the Conduct of 
Eminent Miniſter of Chriſt, Mr. Thomas 
worth ; who, in his Remains T, ſays as folloi 
* Pref. to his Expoſ. of the New Teſtam, f p. 147. f 
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all the Inhabitants of the Pariſh of Newington | 
Butts, in the County of Surrey, Grace and Peace 
from G od our Father, and the Lord Feſus Chriſt. 


My Dear Pariſhioners, | Ewe 
OD is my W wy how the Salvation of your 
ind] never-dying Souls is deſired by me; if I could 
net have compaſſionated you as Men and Women 
ny ( jrawing near to that Tribunal, where you ſhall 
e of within theſe few Days) receive your final Sentence, 
uther to Everlaſting Happineſs or Torment, I had 
ber been Jo earneſt and importunate with you in 
ny Pulpit for your hearty Entertainment of the 
Lord Feſus, in a fincere Obedience to his Laws, and 
nt Heigned Love of his Perſon and Benefits, as the 
Nu Way to Eternal Life; and if the ſame Love 
ad Tenderneſs had not continued in me, I would 
never. have ventur'd upon this toilſome, laborious 
Work of ſending for you Family by Family, to in- 
frudt you in the Knowledge of Feſus Chriſt, thro 
Whom cnly you expect to find Salvation, if God ſhall 
be 77 ſed to make you as willing a People to learn, 
os be has made me willing to ſpend, and be ſpepit-in 
this Service of teaching you; I ſhall have Cauſe to 
praiſe him to my dying D y. 
The God and Father of our Lord Feſus perſuade 
your Hearts to recerve his Teachings of you in your 


Minifters ; that you may not ſhut the Knowledge of - 


prove of more jad and dreadful Conſequence to your 
Souls than you imagine, Amen. 

So prays One that unfeignedly loves you, and that 
is willing to ſacrifice Health, Strength, Eaſe, 
and all I have in the. Service of your Souls. 

Thomas Wadſworth. 
«. 7 


bimſelf in the Goſpel out of your Doors, which will _ 
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Now I ask, how they ever 1 that Tin 
ch another? Or where is there ſuch and 
God grant they may all weigh this well, an 


7 many of tt Clergy: 5 e 
' "their People, and die unlamented; which if, 
I look d into is a dreadful Conſid deration, 
me be permitted to ask this Queſtion, Tha 
che Government to ſettle the like Salary on; 
tor of Phyfick in every Pariſh to look after ki 
"dies: of All that live in it, and they were 

N des no more about the Welfare of their 

7 __ * than the Others do of their Souls; whethe 
would think they had a hearty Concern fort 


| H Nov Idefire all Thoſe, who are 7. eachers of ( 
5 

l carefully to ſee that they behave as thoſe ö 

| 

| mentioned, as they will A it to the JU JU 
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